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— Bordoli, J. M, E. Cuevas and P. Chacon (1994), The role of soil organic matter in corn
(Zea mays L) yield, Plant Science, 15(3): 27-35. (Journal).

— Mahfoozi, S. And S.H. Sasani(2009), Vernalization requirement of some wheat and
barley genotypes and relationship with expression of cold tolerance under field and
controlled condition, Iranian Journal of Field Crop Science, 39(1): 113-126.(In Persian
with English abstract).

— Kafi, M., M. Lahouti, A. Zand, H.R. Sharifi and M. Gholdani (1999), Plant Physiology,
Jahade- e-Daneshghahi Mashhad Press. [In Persian]
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The Religious policy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
towards the Muslim people of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Hamid Basiratmanesh'
Amir Azimi Dolatabadi
Mohammad Mahmoudikia®
Davoud Dashtbani*

Abstract: With the Bolshevik Revolution and the establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, i.e. Soviet Union, the fate of the Muslim citizens in Tsarist Russia was also tied to communist
policies. Soviet Union forces occupied Baku in April 28" 1920. The Muslim majority of the Republic of
Azerbaijan was exposed to anti-religious and repressive policy from this time until the collapse of the
Soviet Union. Despite the general approach of repression, the Soviet Union’s policy towards Muslims
had many ups and downs. The elimination of religious institutions, the ban on collective worship
ceremonies, the suppression of religious education and the destruction of religious books and texts, as
well as prohibition of holding collective rituals and the suppression of clergymen, were among the
measures of the Soviet Union during this era. At the same time, the propaganda of materialism and
atheistic beliefs and non-religious lifestyles were carried out in order to destroy religious beliefs. The
authors of this study, using descriptive-analytical approach, aims to show what the Soviet Union’s
religious policies has had to do with the Muslim people of Azerbaijan, and how did it affect the people's
religious tendencies? The result of the research indicates that the Soviet Union’s policy to eliminate the
institutions, clergymen and religious education in the Republic of Azerbaijan has led to the personalization
and mitigation of the importance of religion and transforming it from heartfelt faith and commitment to
one of the components of ethnic identity with regard to the neighboring societies.
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The Political Functions of Bribery in the Internal Relations

of the Safavid Era and Its Consequences

Farzad Khoshab'
Allaudin Shahrokhi?

Abstract: Bribery was one of the most important offerings in different periods of Iranian
history, which extended to the Safavid era. In fact, the use of bribery continued from the
beginning up to the end of the Safavid epoch in the internal political relations of this dynasty.
In this research, we aim to answer these questions: “What were the political functions of
bribery in the internal political relations of the Safavid era?” and “What consequences did it
have?” This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and its findings
show that bribery played an important role in accepting the obedience of the rulers, consolidating
the position of the kings and centralizing the government at the beginning of the Safavids' rise
to power. Afterwards, it played a significant role in the relations of the Safavid kings with
their subordinates in terms of acquiring positions, jobs and maintaining them. Also, the religious
minorities living in Iran, especially Armenians, were not an exception to this. In contrast, the
Safavid kings used bribes offered by their rulers in various ways in order to display their
power and wealth to the public and foreign ambassadors, which had its own social and
economic consequences.
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Assessing the Intellectual Underpinnings of the Hojjatieh
Society and Evaluating the Attitudes of Tehran's Youth

Towards Passive Awaiting

Majid Rezaeian'
Arezu Ghiyasvand®

Abstract: The Hojjatich Society (Anjoman-e-Hojjatieh), a traditionalist Iranian Shiite
organization, advocates for passive awaiting during the period of occultation. This ideology
contrasts with the cultural movement of the Islamic Revolution and its subsequent system,
potentially causing negative consequences for the Islamic community. This study aims to
identify key components of this ideology and to examine its influence on young people in
Tehran. Historical data was collected through documentary and desk study methods, while a
survey and a questionnaire were employed for field research. Qualitative content analysis was
used for the historical part, and statistical methods were applied to the field data. The study's
findings reveal that the Hojjatiech Society's key ideological tenets include opposing the
establishment of an Islamic government during occultation, advocating for the separation of
religion and politics, and discouraging active resistance against oppressors and corruption during
this period. Additionally, the society dismisses philosophy and mysticism as illegitimate
innovations and opposes unity with Sunni Muslims, highlighting the distinct beliefs and practices
that define this traditionalist Shiite organization. The results suggest varying degrees of inclination
towards the Hojjatieh Society's key tenets among the surveyed population of young individuals
in Tehran; 21.6% of respondents demonstrated a very low inclination, 30.5% exhibited a low
inclination, 37% showed a medium inclination, 9.1% displayed a high inclination, and 1.8%
reported a very high inclination. Collectively, these findings point to an overall low level of
inclination towards these ideological components among Tehran's youth.
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Analysis of the Relationships of Shia Scholars with the
Government; From the Safavids to the Early Qajar Dynasty
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Abstract: The present study examines Shia scholars' position regarding the governments
of the Safavid era to the early Qajar dynasty. The question is what effect did the rise and fall
of governments from the Safavid period to the Naserid Qajar era have on the relations between
the government and Shia scholars, and what factors influenced the reaction of the parties? In
other words, what effect did the change of governments have on the position and role of Shia
scholars, especially from the perspective of relations with the Afghan, Afshari, and Zandiyeh
rulers until the early Qajar era? This question is important since Shia scholars enjoying the
fanatical Shia government of Safavids, suddenly encountered a period of Sunnism during
which they were more or less neglected. The study is conducted using a historical explanatory
method. It is based on the assumption that no uniform and homogeneous relations exist between
scholars and the Safavid, Afghan, Afshari, Zandiyeh, and Qajar governments since the process
is subject to historical conditions and requirements, considerations, and contemporary issues.
The research findings show that such changing relations were formed with the arrival of
Shiite scholars in Iran, resulting from their “cooperation” with the Safavid government.
Subsequently, more conflicting and serious approaches emerged among them under several
factors.
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Examining Instances of Crimes and Punishment of Criminals

from the Beginning of Abbasid Caliphate to al-Mutawakkil era

Farid Sadeghi'
Saeed Tavoosi Masroor®

Abstract: After the overthrow of the Umayyad rule and the establishment of the Abbasid rule
over the Islamic world, the judicial system experienced significant changes. Thus, Many historians
believe that during the Abbasid era, the legal and judicial structure became more organized and
innovative compared to the past, leading to the explicit formulation of criminal offenses and
various punishments for political, economic, and social crimes. The present study is aimed at
providing a descriptive and analytical overview of the judicial structure during the Abbasid era and
the specific criminal offenses and punishments devised for various types of crimes, based on
historical evidence from library sources. The results of this study reveal that certain defined crimes
like murder, adultery, apostasy, theft, etc. that had been established since the time of the Prophet
and the early caliphs, were often directly or indirectly subject to legal judgments. However, the
political criminal offenses and their corresponding punishments were more severe and forcible. In
this regard, some crimes such as association with Alavids, wearing Muslim clothing by the
Dhimmi people, espionage, harboring the dissidents against the caliph, concealing weapons at
home, visiting the graves of Ahl al-Bayt, as well as some economic crimes with political
implications led to punishments ranged from imprisonment to torture, removal from power,
payment of blood money (diyya), exile, expulsion from Muslim lands, and sometimes even
execution and tribal massacres. In this context, religious scholars and trusted judges appointed by
the caliphate also played a role in determining the legitimacy of the punishments.
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A Verse from Surah Al-Kahf at the Tomb
of Khajeh Nasir al-Din al-Tusi
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Abstract: A biographical report of Khajeh Nasir al-Din al-Tusi states that at his tomb in
the shrine of Imam Musa Kazim (PBUH), this verse was inscribed: "Their dog stretched its
forelegs at the entrance". This point has been regarded as definitive in historical research
about Khajeh’s life. While there is no contradiction between this inscription and Khajeh’s
devotion to Imam Musa Kazim (PBUH), a detailed examination reveals lack of credibility of
such report. This raises the question: What is the source of this claim? It appears the original
report comes from a later, questionable source and this paper aims to clarify the account of
Khajeh’s life. This research, conducted using descriptive-analytical approach, indicates that
due to the existing mindset regarding Khajeh’s devotion to the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), biographers
accepted a later report, leading some researchers to add a distorted claim to Khajeh life,
ignoring credible historical documentation.
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