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The Social Approach of Fazlullah Ibn Roozbehan Khunji in Official

Historiography

Mohadeseh Payandeh1
Seyyed Allireza Abtahi’
Naser Jadidi®

Abstract: Khunji was one of the official historians whose works, in addition to
reporting on the conditions of the sultans, also deal with social issues. Meanwhile, these
issues were raised in his works under the history of government and mixed with
jurisprudential-legal views, which makes him distinguishable from other historians of his
time. The aim of this paper is to explore the most prominent social issues considered by
Khunji as much as possible in his three historical works - Alam Araye Amini, Mehman
Nameye Bukhara and Solok-Al-Muluk.

Keywords: Fazlullah Ibn Roozbehan, Alam Araye Amini, Mehman Nameye Bukhara,
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Political and Commercial Relations between Iran and Germany during

World War 11

Mohammad Pouzesh'
Mehdi Goljan

Abstract: The aim of this study is to investigate the issue of the extent and level of
political and commercial relations between Iran and Germany during the years of World
War 1II and the factors that influenced such relations, which led to tensions between
Iranian government and the Allies. This research has been conducted in order to answer
the question of what factors influenced the political and economic relations between Iran
and Germany during this period. The findings of the study indicate that the rivalry
between the Russian and British colonialists in Iran as well as Reza Shah's desire for
dictatorship, especially after Hitler came to power in Germany, brought Reza Shah closer
to the German government. However, not pursuing the right policy towards the country's
northern and southern neighbors (i.e. Russia and Britain) gave these governments the
necessary excuse to occupy Iran. This research tries to study the political and
commercial relations between Iran and Germany in the World War II with a descriptive-

analytical approach, and desk study method.

Keywords: Iran, Germany, Russia, Britain, World War II, political and commercial

relations.
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oxford university press.
— Peter Avery and Melvile Charles (1991), the Cambridge History of Iran,
Vol.7, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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The Role of Qara Bagh Javanshiri Women in the Court of Fath Ali Shah in

Qajar Era

Yasaman Javanshir'
Manizheh Sadri’
Ismail Hassanzadeh®
Hoseyn Ahmadi*

Abstract: The Javanshir dynasty, gaining power in the region, established dual
relations with Iran and Russia. To strengthen relations, Fath Ali Shah married the
daughter of Khan Javanshir. This marriage did not prevent the Javanshirians from
consolidating their political attitude towards Iranian government. Aghabigam Agha, a
poet and aware of the new civilization became the wife of Fath Ali Shah. This marriage
failed in the private and emotional dimensions, however made Javanshirians and Qara
Baghians influential in the power structure of Iran. This paper, based on historical
analysis method, has described and interpreted the role of Javanshiri women in the Qajar
harem and later in the power structure of Iran. The marriage led to the establishment of
the Qara Baghian network in the Qajar court, which ranged from courtier, diplomatic and
judicial positions to conspiracy theories. Other marriages of Javanshiri women with other
princes also strengthened this network. The Qara Bagh network became an important
local and regional intermediary for political and commercial relations with the Russians
and the Caucasus. The network, which had its roots in the harem, was supplemented by a
military, security, commercial and courtier network.

Keywords: Iran, Qara Bagh, Qajarians, Javanshirians, Fatah Ali Shah’s harem,
Aghabigam Agha.
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Historians and Their Narrations of the First Encounters between Shah and

Ghezelbash in Safavid Historiography

Akram Karamali'
Mojtaba Zahabi’

. .3
Mina Moeini

Abstract: The narration of Safavid historians of the first confrontation between Shah
and Ghezelbash during the reign of Shah Tahmasb is a relatively realistic and, of course,
not very clear account of the early decline of a sacred structure in a non-sacred
formulation. Therefore, the further we go from the early times of Safavid movement, the
more historians' narrative of this sacred phenomenon tends to realism. Accordingly, the
narration of historians from the first encounter between Shah and Ghezelbash can be
considered from two methodological and content perspectives. Methodologically,
although the narrative of these historians is relatively descriptive, it is less focused on
holiness. In terms of the content of this re-reading, the emphasis is on the decline of
Ghezelbash's disciples under the increasing demands of the economy and their growing
political longing, emphasizing their role in challenging the theology of the monarchy and
ultimately building it. The heroic image of the king becomes the ultimate winner of such
controversy. This research seeks to explore, in a descriptive-analytical way, the elements
that shaped the narrative of historians from the first confrontation between Shah and
Ghezelbash at the beginning of Shah Tahmasb's era.

Keywords: Historiography, narrative, Shah, Ghezelbash, Safavids.
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The Relationship between Two Shiite Interpretive Discourses in the Middle
of the Second Century AH: The Network of Mofazzal and the Radical

Ghulat

Seyyed Mohammad Hadi Gerami'

Abstract: Research on interpretive ideas and the history of interpretation is one of the
well-known fields in Quranic and interpretive studies. However, the history of the
formation of the idea of esoteric interpretation and its relationship with interpretive
tendencies in early Shiism has received less attention. In the period of Imam Sadiq and
then in the middle of the second century AH, the interpretive discourse of the network of
radical extremists was formed. However, studies show that, historically, there was a
serious distinction between the network of Mofazzal and radical Ghulat such as Abu I-
Khattab and, consequently, their interpretive discourses. Using the approach adopted for
the history of ideas and thought in Islamic studies, this study seeks to investigate the
relationship between the interpretive attitude of the Mofazzal network and radical
extremists with the transition to the era of Imam Sadiq and approaching the middle of the
second century AH. This study will be based on a detailed analysis of the evolution of

the interpretive attitude of the Mofazzal network at the time of Imam Sadiq.

Keywords: Inner interpretation, Mofazzal Network, Ghulat, Abu 1-Khattab, history of

interpretation.

1 Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, Quranic Studies, Faculty Member; m.h.gerami@ihcs.ac.ir
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Background and Rules of Procedure of “Janaqi” Among the Senior

Officials of the Safavid Royal Court

Ali Mashhadi Rafi'

Abstract: The common perceived image of the Iranian monarchies in most of the
historical studies is still the image of an “Absolute Monarchy”, in which all decisions
originated in personal wills of the monarch. Nevertheless, we are facing plenty of
evidences in a notable number of historiographies that approve the existence of
consultancies and advisory councils or even some established rules of procedure for
consultation among senior officials and the monarch. These facts illustrate a different
image of the decision-making process at the courts of the Iranian dynasties throughout
the history. An obvious example of such advisory councils is “Majma-¢ Omaray-e
Janaqi” in Safavid era, with regard to which there was a special protocol for convening
and consultation. This research is firstly aimed at reviewing the background of the
tradition of “Janaqi” (Consultation) in Safavid era and then illustrating a clearer image of
the rules and procedure of the respective council for Janaqi by means of describing its
structure and scope of work on the basis of the information and references obtained from

the existing rulebooks of the Safavid royal court.

Keywords: Consultancy, decision-making system, Safavid royal court, Majma-e

Omaray-e Janaqi, bureaucracy.

1 PhD in Iranian Studies, (Main Focus: Historical Studies and Manuscripts Researches), Shahid
Beheshti University, a_mashhadi@sbu.ac.ir
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Ferdowsi and Providing a Theoretical Background for Raising the

Authority of Ministration in Medieval Iran (5-9 AH/11-15 AD Centuries)

Ali Akbar Najafi Rudmajani'

Javad abbasi’

Abstract: Without a proper theoretical background, it was difficult for the
ministration (Vezarat) to reach the peak of its power in Seljuk era. Such theoretical
efforts have been made since the beginning of the fourth century AH and simultaneously
as the revitalization of the ministration. Ferdowsi was one of the thinkers who made
efforts regarding this subject. The purpose of this study is to answer the question: How
the Ferdowsi’s efforts were employed to provide an appropriate theoretical background
for maximizing the authority of the ministration? In his Shahnameh, especially in its
historical part, Ferdowsi introduced the Vezir as the main character of this section, due to
the lack of the wise kings in mythical era. By introducing Bozorgmehr as the sage/vezir,
he made him a symbol of the ministration, which could be used as a theoretical

background for this institution.

Keywords: Ministration (Vezarat), Ferdowsi, Shahnameh, Bozorgmehr.
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