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The Study of Ibn Ibn Khordadbeh’s Geography with Respect to
References

Muhammad Jafar Ashkevari'
Seyyed Mostafa Hosseini
Samaneh Khalilifar®

Abstract: Geographic works are important for having cultural and civilization
information and being away from political considerations. Reliability and validity
testing is necessary to use historical references, i.e. the way in which a reference has
collected its data can be used to determine its degree of credibility. AI-Masalik w’al-
Mamalik by Ibn Khordadbeh is among the earliest geographical works that is
somehow derived from Iranian tradition. The main issue of the research is that
which references al-Masalik w’al- Mamalik of Tbn Khordadbeh is benefiting from
and to what extent they are credible? By reviewing the content of the book and
finding its roots, it was revealed that Ibn Khordadbeh has used written sources and
oral sources of his age, especially government documents to compose his work. The
findings of this research show that Ibn Khordadbeh, while using written sources
including the Qur'an and Ptolemy's book, Moslem bin Abi Moslem Jeremi's works,
the works of terminologists and poetry writers, had access to the documents and
intelligence and tax reports. These has compensated for not travelling to the various
parts of the Islamic world. He has also added geographic information through oral
sources (hearings and observations) to his book.

Keywords: Islamic geography, Ibn Khordadbeh, oral resources, written resources
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Contradiction or consistency of kalam viewpoint on
histoirical thought : considering the analysis of taqi
al_din ali magqrizi s outlook as the case study

Mohsen Alviri!
Zahra Rooholahiamiri?

Abstract: The circumstances of man’s role alongside the universal laws of history is a
topic that has engaged the minds of historians. Considering the various theological schools
of thought and different jurispudential denominations in the Islamic world, the viewpoint of
the Muslim historians - who believe in the Divine customs and are usually inclined
towards one of these schools and denominations or are attributed to them - regarding the
matter of determinism and choice and how they connect this with their view through
analyzation and explanation of historical events and how they relate the directorship of God
to the actions of man, is a worthy topic of study.

This article tries to examine the viewpoint of the famous historian Abul Abbas Taqi ud-
Din Magqrizi {845 A.H.} of the Shafi-‘I jurispudential and Ash-‘ari theological school of
thought who lived during the Mamluk Sultanate in this regard using a descriptive-analytical
approach and through researching related material in his works and comparing that to his
theological inclination.
The findings of this research show that despite his deterministic inclination and his belief in
the viewpoint of “Attainment” of the Ash-‘arites, in his historiographies , while relying on
religious texts, he is inclined towards man’s choice and free will and his active role in

historical events.

Keywords: Magqrizi, Islamic Historiographies, Divine Customs, History’s universal
laws, Historical Determinism

1 Associate Professor History & Civiliziton Department, Bagerul Uloom Univercity alvirim@mail.com
2 Assistant Professor History & Civiliziton Department, Bagerul Uloom Univercity (Responsible
Author ) z.rooholahiamiri@yahoo.com
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