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covering what for us today are various scientific disciplines.

His work that his contemporary European diplomats had in rediscovering the East,
having the same profile, the same or even earlier interest in the antiquity of the area,
did not translate into the creation of some studies on the Caucasus and Iran in Spain
in the nineteenth century. The aim of this work is to present and analyses the
references to the Caucasus of this important Spanish diplomat and traveler and his
important description of the journey from Thilisi to Baku.

Keywords: Adolfo Rivadeneyra, Caucasus, Iran, 19" Century
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Rediscovering the Journey of Adolfo Rivadeneyra, a
Spanish Diplomat and Traveler through the Caucasus

and Iran (19" century)
Jose Cutillas Ferrer*

Abstract: Adolfo Rivadeneyra is one of the most outstanding personalities in the
beginnings of Orientalism in Spain. He made interesting trips around the Middle
East following the same path as other European travelers. His personality led him to
combine an active participation in the Spanish cultural development of the mid-
nineteenth century.

During the 19th century, due to the colonialist and political interest of different
European countries, expeditions and trips were promoted and developed. Not only
the states, but also individuals and associations, such as the different geographical
societies that were being constituted, promoted and developed this type of
expeditions. Part of these trips were captured in a rich and interesting travel
literature that emerged in Europe, and from which Spain remained practically
absent. These expeditions and trips were known in Spain, and efforts and actions
were made to participate in this movement, and to carry out similar works. It is in
this perspective that we must situate the creation and development of the ‘Sociedad
Geogréfica de Madrid’ (Geographical Society of Madrid) and the works of Adolfo
Rivadeneyra.

Adolfo Rivadeneyra y Sanchez was born in Valparaiso (Chile) on 10 April 1841 and
died in Madrid in 1882. He had a very broad training in Europe in languages and
later, when he was 22 years old, after having entered the diplomatic corps, he trained
in the Middle East where he studied Arabic and Turkish. The interest for his work is
for having written Viaje al interior de Persia (Journey to the Interior of Persia) and
De Ceilan a Damasco (From Ceylon to Damascus). His two great works were
conceived from two of his diplomatic destinations, one coinciding with the transfer
from one destination to another, from Ceylon to Damascus, and the other with the
trip to Persia, which he made in fulfillment of a mission in the country. These books
were not only travel literature, but also included a series of studies, covering
different disciplines and which represented the seed of Orientalism in Spain.
Unfortunately, these books were practically unnoticed by the general public.

In Viaje al Interior de Persia, he describes his journey from Spain to Iran, and his
journey through Iran in three volumes. In volume I, during the journey that will take
him from Poti to Thilisi and Baku to reach Rasht, he makes an interesting
description of the areas of the Caucasus through which he passes. Rivadeneyra
studied the area in depth, both in its contemporary and ancient reality. He
documented as much as possible previously, and then carried out field studies

1 University of Alicante, Spain
Jose.cutillas@ua.es
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Image of the Early Seljuks in the Chronicle of Matthew

of Edessa
Mehmet Shen*

Abstract: The chronicle was written in the first half of 12th century by Matthew of
Edessa, a prominent monk of church of Edessa. The Chronicle of Matthew of Edessa
contains events between 953 and 1136 and consists of three chapters. In the first
part, the events between years 952 and 1136, the second part, and 1053 to 1102 and
in the last part, events between years 1102 and 1136 were narrated by Matthew of
Edessa. In terms of subject, the first two chapters of the chronicle interest us more.
This study intends to reveal the images of the early Seljuks in the Chronicle. In the
book, first statements about the Seljuks were mentioned in the events of 467 (1018-
1019). According to statement, at the beginning of the mentioned year, “as a result
of God’s wrath to Christians, a barbaric nation, known as the Turks came to the
Vasporakan province of Armenia and slaughtered the Christians with the edge of the
sword.” As stated by Matthew of Edessa, this barbarian nation had been sent by God
to punish the Christians. Furthermore in the eyes of the author, domination of the
near east by the Seljuks was a sign of the end of the world. In order to strength his
arguments, apocalyptic elements and the prophecies of prominent Christian religious
figures had been frequently used by Matthew of Edessa as a clergyman.

Keywords: Matthew of Edessa, Armenians, Seljuks, Turks, Vasporakan,

1 M.A student of History, University of Tehran
mhmdsenl6@gmail.com
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On the Toponym “Daylam” in Medieval Armenian

Texts
Amir Zeyghami*

Abstract: The medieval Armenian sources preserve ample information on the
Daylam and its inhabitants so that some of the missing information of the political
and social life of this land can be found in Armenian chronicles.
The earliest mention of the toponym “Daylam” occurs in the Geography
(A3xarhac ‘owyc ‘ in Armenian) of Anania Sirakatc i (7" century), as DImownk’.
Aristakes Lastivertc'i, the 11" Armenian cleric and historian, mentions the name
Daylam in the form Delmic". It is the genitive case of Delm-k’ “land of the
Daylamites”. On the other hand, Delm-k’ is the Armenized form of the “land of the
Deylamites” (in Persian: Deylaman), just as, for example, Pars-k’ (Persia) is related
to parsik (Persians).
The form “Daylam”, which is the Arabic transcription of the word, in reality, must
have been pronounced “D&lam” or “Délim”, attested already in the Middle Persian
and Armenian sources.
The paper is devoted to the study of the different variants of the term “Daylam” in
medieval Armenian historiography.

Keywords: Toponym Daylam, Medieval Armenian Historiography, Delmik,
Delm-k .

1 Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University, Yerevan
amir.zeyghami@ut.ac.ir



86 Intellectual and Cultural Relations between Iran and Central Asia & Caucasus

From Hindu Kush to Caucasus: Distorting the
Geography of Central Asia, from Alexander the
Macedonian to the Roman Empire

Roozbeh Zarrinkoob!

Abstract: Historical information about the Hindu Kush area, which came in Greek
and Latin classical texts, especially since Alexander the Great significantly
increases, because of his descendants to the east and their descriptions. But it seems
that Alexander and his geographers, historians and commanders did not have enough
information and awareness to the geographic location of the Hindu Kush Mountains!
While, evidence can be shown that on this basis, Alexander and his accompanying
writers or Alexander's biographers, deliberately distorting part of the geography of
the East, including Central Asia; Including, Alexander's contemporary historians and
writers tried with forge of geographical facts, Introduce one and the same the Hindu
Kush and the Caucasus Mountains, with this aim to conform the location of some
Greek myths with the location of Alexander's campaigns in Central Asia and the
East of the Iranian Plateau.

This misunderstanding and falsification of Hindu Kush's geography continued
during the Roman Empire. As sometimes in description of territory of the Parthians,
this interference and compliance between the Hindu Kush and the Caucasus is
clearly seen.

Keywords: Hindu Kush, Caucasus, Central Asia, Alexander the Great, Greeks,
Romans.

1 Assistant Professor of History, University of Tehran
zarrinkoobr@ut.ac.ir



Contents 85

Bibliography of Astrology in Medieval Central Asia

Fatemeh Zargari'

Abstract: Central Asia has a lot of scientific and cultural common heritage with
Iran. Astrology sources which are written in Persian and Arabic in the region, are
among of paramount common heritage of Iran and Central Asia during middle ages.
Astrology is a branch of the astronomy, based on beliefs components, to investigate
the effects of celestial bodies on the condition of the sublunary. As for to the special
function of the knowledge, attention to astrology resources is extremely significant.
Central Asia as an intercultural base, has had an important role in cultural
interactions with the subject of astrology. Research on the astrologic texts which are
written in this region is useful for studying cultural and social history and among the
fatalism. The paper method is descriptive-narrative and attempts to draw a graph
from the medieval astrological resources in between the 8" to 13" centuries to a
relative understanding of the cultural situation of the peoples of this scope.

Keywords: Central Asia, Astrology texts, cultural interactions, Astrological
fatalism.

1 PhD candidate in History, Letter and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University, G. C,
Email: F_zargari@sbu.ac.ir
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Tradition of Regality in Iran and Central Asia as a
Common Political-Cultural Fact during Pre-Islamic
Period

Filiz Teker!

Abstract: Regality, one of the most important elements of political culture, has been
formed within the framework of various common values and elements and has been
expressed in various groups. In Iran and Central Asia, the emperors has gained their
legitimacy by relying on the previous emperors, preferred a concurrent conception
of regality, and regality has had an imperial form.

In our paper, firstly the basis, source and the dynamics of the regality in Iran and
Central Asia will be identified and then the development/formation of the regality
understanding will be discussed. These findings will reveal what kind of similarities
the tradition of regality in Iran and Central Asia has.

In our paper, the facts such as the legitimacy of the emperor in Iran and Central
Asia, whether the understanding of regality has shown integrity among the emperor,
the tradition and the history, what the legitimacy was based on, whether there could
be concurrent regality in both regions and what this concept has involved, as well as
whether the emperor has had a mission of “negotiator” as he had in the past, the
titles, the signs and ceremonies of regality will be examined by using the
comparison method.

Moreover, whether the understanding of regality of either Iran or Central Asia has
shown continuity both in their own and each other’s region will be discussed, and
the reasons of this situation will be emphasized.

In our study, regarding the determination of the understanding of regality during
Pre-Islamic Iran and Central Asia, Pre-Islamic Iran History resources such as
inscriptions, religious texts, epics, and archeological data will be used. In addition,
inscriptions, epics and archeological data regarding the determination of the
understanding of regality during Pre-Islamic Central Asia will be evaluated.
Furthermore, it will be benefited from the compilation and examination works for
both regions.

Keywords: Regality, Tradition of Regality, Regality in Iran and Central Asia
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Russification Policy in Bukhara's Judicial System (1285-
1336 AH/1868-1917 AD)

Masoud Tamiji*

Abstract:After Russian domination on Bukhara khanate and Manghit family, a
common instruction was used to bring changes in Bukhara community and different
parts of its social life including the judicial system. Although the traditional
authorities of Bukhara judiciary continued their work, there were a lot of restrictions
including: determining the term of office of the judicial authority, reducing the
number of Sharia judges in the khanate and even the loss of “Raies” position which
caused the suffering of the people. On the other hand, formation and expansion of
Russian courts and power of these courts has caused the people to solve their
problems and gradually become interested in these courts. Russian courts in
comparison to Sharia courts issued more moderate verdicts. Russification policy was
applied in three areas: political, economic and cultural for the cultural approximation
of indigenous people with the Russians. This way application of this policy to
Bukhara has brought about changes in its judicial system in terms of its shape and
nature. This study is an attempt to describe and analyze Bukhara's judicial system in
historical period.

Keywords: Russification, Judicial system, Bukhara, Manghit family, Russian
courts, Sharia courts

1 M.A of History from University of Tehran
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Georgia on the Creativity of the Poets of the Literary
School of Shirvan

Natia Svintradze!

Abstract:In this essay the Georgian-Persian literary relations are discussed, in
particular, focused on the political, economic and cultural relations between Georgia
and Shirvan in the 12" century. | also investigate the ways in which Georgia and
Christian world in general is reflected in the writings of the representatives of the
literary school of Shirvan (Khakani, Nizami, etc.). These writings provide a clear
testimony to the close historical and cultural links between the kingdoms in
question. In scientific literature number of materials is being gathered gradually,
with confirms the fact of competition between Georgian and Persian poets. The
probability of rejecting the competition by the famous poets of both kingdoms
sounds impossible, with might have been consisted Khakani and Rustaveli.

Special attention is paid to the question of Nizami’s attitude to Georgia, his
relationships with Georgian men of letters and how Georgia and its historical reality
are reflected in Nizami’s works. In his writings Nizami mentions Abkhazia
(according to the oriental sources dated by XI-XII centuries, “Abkhazia” was the
common name for the entire country) several times. Some images in his poems bear
much resemblance to Georgian historical prototypes. The image of Shirini, for
instance, from the long poem “Khosrov and Shirin” is analogous to Queen Tamar.

I also discuss Rustaveli’s familiarity with Persian literature. In “The Man in the
Panther’s Skin” Rustaveli mentions the following characters of Persian literature:
Kais (Majnun) and Salman (lbn-Salam) from “Leili and Majnun” by Nizami
Ganjavi; Vis and Ramin from “Vis and Ramin” by Gurgani; Rostam from
“Shahnameh” Ferdowsi. This gives proof of Rustaveli’s acquaintance with Persian
literature, and it's quite possible that he read the works of such great Persian poets,
as Ferdowsi, Gurgani, Nizami and others in the original.

The Studies of the creative works of representatives the literary school of Shirvan
has significant meaning not only from the views of researching Georgian-Persian
Literature relations, but for the history of whole Trans Caucasus as well.

Keywords: Georgia, Literary School of Shirvan, Queen Tamar, XI-XII centuries.
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Elements and Symbols of Iranian Culture in Historic
Artworks in Transoxiana

Hassan Shojaeemehr

Abstract: One of the features of the evaluation of common rituals between two
cultures is the elements and symbols used in historical artworks. Surprisingly, many
of the historical artworks of Transoxiana are associated with various historical
periods of the elements and symbols of Iranian culture. These works are very
extensive, before pre-Islamic period, and includes the period of Samanids, Turks,
Moguls, Timur and Uzbeks™ rules, Also, a variety of these works in the pre-Islamic
era can be seen in the walls of paintings, astodans, embossments, Potteries, carvings,
metal works, sculptures and also after Islamic period in art of plastering, tiling,
Potteries, metalworkers, miniatures and calligraphy. These elements and symbols
include legendary, mythical, epic, aristocratic, ritual, religious, etc., as well as in
connection with the Iranian culture, which is an epic, literary, and wisdom of events
and stories. These themes are seen such as mourning for Siavosh, Zoroastrian
worship, Manichaean rituals, Anahita, Ahriman, various Rostam battles,
backgammon game, wrestling, musicians in prehistoric historical art, and within the
cultural heritage of Iranian elite scholars from “Shahnameh” Ferdowsi, “Khamseh”
Nezami and “Golestan” and “Boostan” Saadi and also “Haft Orang” Jami both
linearly and with calligraphic art as well as an image with painting in the historical
artworks of Islamic period. In this study, there are many evidences that show the
similarities of Transoxiana's cultural themes with Iran, in potteries, metal works,
textiles, carpets, illustrated books, art of plastering, tiling throughout the Islamic
period, despite the historical changes between these two lands before the Russians
dominated this land.

Keywords: Iranian Culture, in Historic Artworks, Transoxiana, Shahnameh
Ferdowsi, Khamseh Nezami, Golestan and Boostan Saadi , Haft Orang

1 PhD in history, and instructor at the History Department of Shahid Beheshti University. E-mail:
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Concepts and Ideas of Mohammad Yousef Monshi's
Historiography in the Design of Tazkere Moghim Khani
with an Emphasis on two Power- legitimizing Factors of

Legitimacy and Acceptability

Behnam Sheikhi*

Abstract: Tazkere Moghim Khani is a book written by Mohammad Y ousef Monshi
about the history of the Shaybanids and Ashtarkhanids periods, which is worthy of
attention due to its coverage of the political and cultural issues of this period. It is
also worthy of attention not only due to the novelty of its political and historical
contents, but also due to its presentation of the themes nowadays discussed in social
history and cultural studies. This book has started with the history of Genghis and
his sons to show that the Shaybanids and Ashtarkhanids had originally been
Mongolians. Another important idea emphasized in this work is the religiosity of the
Safavids. The author has taken advantage of the ideological concepts to criticize the
Safavids and the new political concepts and ideas in Iran and legitimize the Uzbek
khans of Transoxiana. The research question is: what has been the author's
underlying purpose for writing Tazkere Moghim Khani and what tools and concepts
has he used to follow up his idea? The research hypothesis is that the author has
primarily intended to legitimize the Shaybanids and Ashtarkhanids by showing their
Mongolian originality and Sunni ideology on the one hand, and to delegitimize the
Safavids by showing their renunciation of the Sunni ideology on the other. The
research method used in this study was that the researcher studied the book carefully
and then criticized and analyzed the text through the identification of two power-
legitimizing factors, namely, legitimacy and acceptability.

Keywords: Tazkere Moghim Khani, Mohammad Yousef Monshi, Shaybanids,
Ashtarkhanids, Safavids, Idea, Ideology, legitimacy, acceptability.

1 Graduated from M. A degree at the History of Central Asia and Caucasus of the University of Tehran.
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The identity of Iranian Art & Architecture in Derbent-
Russia: Painting Decorations and Wooden Carvings in
the Religious Building in 17-19" Centuries

Anahita Shahrokhit

Abstract:The Republic of Dagestan located in the south Russia Federation in the
North Caucasus and has had cultural relations with historical Iran since long ago and
is considered as a part of Islamic world. From Sassanid era and Islamic Empire prior
to Tsars’ government, such relations had been maintained largely due to Iran and
Islam’s political and social dominance over the region. Presence of Iranians and
Arabs, mostly for business and commerce, is evident through not only written
documents but also other cultural elements including architecture and art. It is now
more than 1360 years since Arabic was heard in Dagestan, (or, to be more precise, in
the city of Derbent, or Bab al-Abvab), and 1250 years since the construction of
mosques in this land was first mentioned. According various sources, the earliest
mosques of Dagestan were constructed in Derbent, in settlement nearby, and in a
few mountain settlements. The early mosques more used the neighboring countries
art and architectural styles for construction of mosques, while in medieval ages they
started to establish their own local traditional styles based on Islamic and Persian art.
In the mosques of medieval period in south Dagestan, carvings and paintings of the
interior decorations on the pillars, capitals, walls and ceilings appeared. From this
period mosques were distinguished not only from former decorative styles but also
in plans. Majority of these similarities lie in the wooden carvings, engravings and
paintings of the interior decorations on the pillars, capitals, walls and ceilings as well
as the similarity of the plans. Such designs were formed in Safavid dynasty first in
Mazandaran and later in Dagestan so that this style is currently named Persiski,
meaning Persian, in Dagestan. These similarities indicate the relationship between
the artists and educated people from Iran and Dagestan and Iranians’ role on the
religious and cultural development of Dagestan from the 17" and 18" centuries and
then the formation of local identity. It is worth to mention that these decorative
styles also could have been seen in aristocrat family’s houses and public buildings.
In this paper base on the field studies in the region will try to study and introduce
these decorative styles especially compare and review this paintings and carvings on
wood with bringing some mosques from south Dagestan as examples.

Keywords: Iranian Art, Derbent-Russia, Painting Decoration, Wooden Carvings,
Religious Building, 17-19th Centuries.
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Vladimir Minorsky’s Achievements in the Caucasian
Studies
A Brief Review of History, Language, Literature and
Ethnography

Shahab al-Din Semnan*

Abstract: Professor Vladimir Minorsky (1877-1966), Orientalist and outstanding
scholar of Iranian Studies and professor of School of Oriental and African Studies
University of London (SOAS), has done many studies in the fields of history,
literature, geography and culture of Persian, Kurdish and Lori, and many works that
he left behind, introduced him as an important figures in the history of Iranian
studies. In the field of Caucasian Studies, Minorsky has two independent studies:
"Studies in Caucasian History (1953)"; and “History of Sherwan and Darband
(1958)" based on the Arabic book of the History of al-Bab and Shervan. He writes in
these two books on the history of the Caucasus in the first centuries of Islam through
the rulers of Mazyadid (861- 1538), Shaddadids of Ganja (951-1075), Shaddadids
of Ani (1072-1199), Musafirids (941-980) and Rawwadid (955-1071), and proposes
the "Iranian intermezzo" that has not been criticized so far as it is worthy of. In
addition, in the series of articles "Caucasica I-IV" published in 1949-53, as well as
in the Encyclopedia of Islam, and other scattered articles, he tries to show a wealth
of information about the Caucasus, especially about Armenians and Georgians,
which indicate that his wide knowledge on history, ethnology and historical
geography of this region. This paper is try to represent Vladimir Minorsky’s
researches in the field of Caucasian studies and shows his most important
innovations and achievements.

Keywords: Vladimir Minorsky (1877-1966), Caucasus, lranian and Caucasian
studies, Iranian intermezzo Theory.
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The Resurgence of Sufi and Future Flows of Relations
between Iran and Central Asia

Mohammad Sedaghat®

Abstract: Central Asia is one of the important areas of Sufism in history. Sufism
became the main channel for the spread of Islam in Central Asia after the capture of
Baghdad by the Mongols. One of the reasons for the spread of Islam by Sufism in
these areas is the tolerance of the Sufi traditions. With the arrival of Gorbachev and
the creation of a political and social atmosphere, the grounds for the activities of
religious groups were created. Despite the creation of open space in this period, the
Sufi cultures could not continue to operate as before, since during the communist
rule of the state, suppressing Sufism and actions such as the murder of sheikhs, the
destruction of schools and shrines, and the prohibition of the publication of Sufism
texts weakened the intense flow of mysticism. This situation provided the basis for
the activity of Salafist and fundamentalist groups. In recent years, with the growing
growth of the Salafist and Takfiri currents in the Central Asian region, the regional
governments are seeking to strengthen the cultures and restore their identities as a
force that can be a hindrance to the movements of extremist groups. In this
descriptive and analytical study, we seek to answer the question of which role and
place of the Sufi currents will be in the future of Central Asia? How will the
presence of Sufism as a rooted and alternative to Salafi flows affect the future of
relations between Iran and Central Asia? The hypothesis of the article is that, given
the presence of fundamentalist currents in the region which is a threat to Iran's
interests, the strengthening of Sufism, noting that Iranians are supported by Iranians,
are not only supported by Iran, but can also contribute to the development of
bilateral relations.

Keywords: Sufism, Islamic Fundamentalism, Central Asia, Iran
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A Window to the West and to the East: Iranian and
European Perceptions of the 19" C. Thilisi

George Sanikidze!

Abstract: In the paper are investigated the role and place of Thilisi in the economic,
social, political and cultural life of Iran during the 19" century. Different aspects of
activities of Iranians in Thilisi are studied. It is shown how European ideas and ways
of life effected Iranian dwellers of Thilisi and how these changes were perceived by
Iranian and European authors.

The 19" century is a period of crucial transformations in Iran. Contacts with Europe
and the processes of modernization became the moving force for changes in the
perception of history, of identity and culture. In the paper is studied the place of
Georgia and its capital-city Thilisi (Tiflis, Teflis) in the above-mentioned processes.
On the basis of information of several Persian and European written sources
different aspects of Georgian-Iranian relations are discussed (political relations,
economic and cultural interactions, activities of Iranians in Thilisi et cetera). It is
also analyzed how the perception of Georgia was changed during the nineteenth
century.

It must be stressed that there existed fundamental differences between European and
Iranian perceptions of Georgia and of Thilisi. For Europeans it was considered as ‘a
window, gateway to the Orient” and its most attractive aspect was ‘the oriental
image’ of the city (from the second half of the nineteenth century - a kind of mixture
of the east and the west), whilst for Iranians Georgia gradually became ‘a window to
Europe’, the most interesting for them was the European image of the city (‘strange’
at the beginning and ‘attractive’ from the second half of the century) — museums,
clubs, printing houses, different European-style establishments. Interest towards
Georgia for Iranian travelers was also conditioned by an important factor — it was
considered as a part of the so called Persianate world.

In general, Iranian travelogues of this period were based on the dichotomy of ‘self’
and ‘other’ (Iranian and European). In this regard, Georgia represented a unique
case. Despite being peripheral and non-Muslim it was considered a ‘part’ of Iranian
world, though in the nineteenth century the situation is changed.

It must be stressed that perception by Iranians and Europeans of Thilisi during the
nineteenth century demonstrates its transformation from a small oriental town at the
beginning of the nineteenth century to a European city with “oriental charm’ by the
end of the century. In some respect, this evolution reflected changes occurring in
Iran, and the activities of Iranians in Tbilisi which have also had an important
impact.

Keywords: Iranian Travelers, European Travelers, Thilisi, Georgia, 19" C.
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The Isfahan School of Painting: Representation of
Diplomatic and Spiritual-Cultural Relations between
Iran and Bukhara Khanate in 16-17" Centuries

Diloram Sangirova®

Abstract: Isfahan miniature school was formed by the support of Shakh Abbas | and
was leaded by gifted person Riza Abbasi (1565-1635). The miniature that was a part
of the book graphics in those days became an independent genre of art, it began to
be created on sheets and represented on the walls.

By the order of Shakh Abbas Il in the mid of the 17" century in the central hall of
the Palace “Chehel Sotoun/Chihil Sutun” in Isfahan were created wall paintings of
battle scene and everyday life genres that represented political processes.

Two mural paintings in the Palace could deserve special attention which represent
the “Reception Ceremony” of the Bukharan Khans Vali Muhammad-khan by the
Shakh Abbas | and Nadr Muhammad-khan by the Shakh Abbas I1.

These monumental paintings illustrate the palace life of Safavid rulers, the reception
ceremony in their Royal Court, the protocol etiquette of Eastern hospitality, through
what we can consider different elements of spiritual-cultural relations between
Central Asia and Iran. The compositional decision of this art work that is connected
with the thematic idea deserves a special attention.

At the second wall fresco is represented the meeting of Abbas Il with Nadr
Muhammad-khan Ashtarkhanid in 1646. The purpose of this meeting was to sign the
alliance agreement between Iran and Bukhara Khanate. In this episode about fifty
image are represented.

On both works of wall painting all images are placed according to the diplomatic
etiquette, i.e. in accordance with their status and rank. The picture is identical to the
rules of etiquette at the Bukhara Khanate’s Royal court that is portrayed in the
articles of academician V.V. Barthold “Ceremonial at the court of Uzbek khans in
the 17" century” and A.A. Semenov “Bukhara treatise on ranks and titles and duties
of their bearers in medieval Bukhara”, as well as in the valuable source of that time
“Bahr-ul asrar” of Mahmud ibn Vali.

These pieces of Art are the sample of not only the intellectual and cultural heritage
of the peoples of the whole region, but also can be the unique historical materials for
studying the various aspects of the relationship between Iran and Central Asia.

Keywords: Iran, Bukhara Khanate, Safavid empire, Isfahan, Cultural Relations
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Shoj’atname’s Miniatures as the Illustrated History of
Iran and Ottoman Wars in the Caucasus

Nasrollah Salehi*

Abstract:Shoj’atname is a work written in Turkish verse at the end of the 16
century by an Ottoman statesman, military, and poet named Dal Mohammad Chelebi
known as Asefi. With the invasion of the Ottomans to the Iranian territory in the
Caucasus (986/1578), Asifi served as scribe at the Ottoman commander—in-chief of
the army, Lala Mostafa Pasha. During the Ottoman-Iranian war which lasted from
1578 to 1590, he was captured by Qizilbash troops and taken to Ardabil, Qazvin and
Isfahan. After taking about six months of captivity in Isfahan, he escaped from the
city and went to the Persian Gulf coast and then left for Basra and then joined to the
forces of Osman Pasha who were preparing for attacking on Tabriz in 1585/993.
After the end of the battle and return to Istanbul, Asefi wrote a chronicle describing
the battles of the Safavids and the Ottomans in the Caucasus and Tabriz called
Shoj’atname. He tried to create a work in the style of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. The
book is of great importance in the history of the Safavid and Ottoman wars.
Especially from the point of view that the book contains 77 beautiful, colorful
miniatures. Each miniature contains visual, political, cultural and military
information. A numbers of miniatures are as the illustrated history of the Iran-
Ottoman wars in the Caucasus. The other miniatures are an illustrated narrative of
the history of the Safavids. In this work, the faces of the elders of Safavid, such as
Shah Mohammad Khodabandeh, Hamze Mirza, Imam Quli Khan and dozens of
other characters are beautifully depicted. There are also numerous miniatures related
to the battle scene of the two corps, the geographical location, the type of military
weapons and various other issues which reflects the value and importance of the
book. In the present article, a selection of Shoj’atname’s miniatures has been
introduced and aspects of their value and importance have been described.

Keywords: Shoj’atname, miniature, Dal Mohammad Chelebi (Asefi), Safavids,
Ottomans, War, Caucasus
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The Role of Sufism in Preventing the Formation of
Islamic Fundamentalism and Reducing its Development
in Central Asian Countries with an Emphasis on
Uzbekistan

Shahram Sahraie!

Abstract: Islamic fundamentalism is one of the challenges of developing societies,
such as the Central Asian republics, and of the dangers of seriously threatening
national security and economic prosperity. One of the ways of controlling
fundamentalism in the world and the countries of Central Asia, as countries involved
in such a problem, seems to be that, as opposed to fundamentalist recitation, Islam
should offer a version that is more attractive than official and acceptable
governmental versions. The Sufi reading of religion and mystical Islam seems to be
a serious rival for fundamentalism and radical Islam. This article examines the
potential of Sufism and Sufi Islam in controlling and mitigating the development of
extremist Islam.

Keywords:  Central Asian countries, Uzbekistan, radicalism, Islamic
fundamentalism, Sufi Islam, Nagshbandyyah, Kobraviyyah, Yasaviyyah
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The Sykes-Picot Pact and Ottoman Policy towards Iran
on the Basis of Ottoman Documents

Manizheh Sadri*!
Manouchehr Samadivand 2

Abstract: The Ottoman Empire was falling from the beginning of the 19" century
and there were struggles both from inside and outside of the state to keep the entity
and power this emperorship. At the beginning of the 20™ century, the powerful
European countries changed their policy in preserving the Ottoman emperorship.
This change of policy was on the agenda in different pacts and contracts. One of the
important pacts was the pact of Sykes-Picot also called 1916 pact. While both
England and France were sharing their portion in the disintegration of the Ottoman
emperorship, The Ottoman state was pursuing its specific policies in Iran and for the
incarnation of that policy it was trying from four dimensions: 1. they were following
the policy of Islamic Unity committee, 2. They were trying to establish unity
between Turks, even Qashgaie Turks, and Ottomans, 3. They sent their best fighting
war forces towards west of Iran. While the ottoman state could use it’s best fighting
war forces to preserve its oil-rich regions, but with invalid futile objectives it lost its
best chances. The present paper on the basis of documents tries to survey the
policies of the Ottoman state during World War | coinciding with the fall of it
empire power in Iran.

Keywords: Iran, Ottoman, Sykes-Picot Pact.
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Iranian Cultural Elements in the Caucasus According to
the Narration of Evliya Celebi

Mohammad Hossein Sadeghi*

Abstract: Travelogues are among the sources that have a special and undeniable
place in historical studies. The Evliya Celebi Travelogue is also one of those great
ones that cannot be overlooked in historical studies, especially studies of the
Ottoman period and its contemporary governments, such as the Safavids. During his
long trip, Evliya Celebi has spent some time in the Caucasus and has written a
description of his observations in this area. Through the narrative provided by Evliya
Celebi about the Caucasus, valuable information about the geography, history,
culture, economy, and social life of the inhabitants of this region can be gained. At
the time of the presence of Evliya Celebi in the Caucasus, most of the area was
under the rule of the Iranian Safavids, and also other areas of the region were under
political and cultural influence of them. In this research, the author attempts to
identify and describe Iranian cultural elements in the Caucasus through the reports
provided by Evliya Celebi of the Caucasus.

In this research, after reviewing the text of the Travelogue of Evliya Celebi, it was
clear that according to the reports of this Travelogue, the prevalence of Iranian
architecture, the remarkable presence of Iranian myths in the cultures of various
communities, the selection of Iranian names by locals, cooking lIranian cuisine,
holding Celebration and mourning ceremonies in accordance with lranian customs
and residents' belief in the sovereignty of the Safavids are considered as Iranian
cultural elements in the Caucasus.

Keywords: Evliya Celebi, Caucasus, Iran, Iranian Cultural Elements
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Cultural Image of Shamakhi in 16th-17th century in the
works of Some European Travelers

Lukas Rybar*

Abstract: The town of Shamakhi was the main residence of the Shirvan
beylerbeylik (in the Transcaucasia area) in the period of 16™-17" century. Since the
Middle Ages, the town played a very important role as a center of international
trade. Shamakhi was situated on the major crossroads of international caravan roads
which linked Eastern Europe regions with Persia and other regions of Asia. Many
traders of various origins (such as Persians, Tatars, Armenians, Indians, Europeans)
traveled to the town market, lived and gathered there. The presence of different
ethnicities conditioned not only the trade but cultural exchange as well. This also
included European travelers who left a lot of information about Shamakhi in their
books of travel. They left notice about city's life, its ethnic composition and cultural
image. In this study, | want to introduce some European and Russian travelers (such
as Anthony Jenkinson, Adam Olearius, Jan Jansen Struys, Fedot Kotov and others)
and how they presented a cultural image of the city of Shamakhi. | want to find out
some specifics descriptions of cultural life, as documented by European travelers.
Under the term “culture” I understand the broader definition of culture as the general
image of life in the city and the mutual (whether positive or negative) cultural
exchange.

Keywords: Shamakhi, Caucasus, 16-17" centuries, European Travelers.
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The Effect of the Silk Road on the Economic Life of
the Safavid State

Tarana Rustamova®

Abstract:The Safavid State has played an important role in the Middle East.
Economic, political and cultural relations clearly show this point. These facts are
also confirmed by Arabic, Persian and European sources. The Silk Road has a
historical importance in the social and economic life of the Safavid state. Because
the historical situation required strengthening of relations through the Great Silk
Road.

From this point of view, some of Azerbaijan's cities had become crafts and shopping
centers. In this regard, Tabriz, Ardabil, Julfa, Barda, Nakhchivan, Maragha, Derbent
and others. Tabriz was considered the largest city ever. Oruj bek Bayat had called
Tabriz as the “capital of the East”. Hondemir wrote that Tabriz is one of the most
magnificent cities in the world. Various goods and oils from the Baku Sea were sent
to several countries.

Travelers say there were about 500 oil wells around the city. Ardabil, as well as
other cities of Azerbaijan, were very important cities during the Safavid empire in
the sixteenth century. The Silk Road had passed from Gilan and Shirvan to Tabriz,
and it was of great importance. Ardabil merchants were popular in foreign countries.
There were many caravanserais for foreign businessmen in the city. According to A.
Jenkins, 100 thousand “put” thread were sold in the Arash market. Marand, Qazvin,
Julfa, Maku, Shabran, Mahmudabad, Salyan and others had played an important role
in the country's economic life.

Keywords: Silk Road, Safavid empire, Tabriz, Ardabil, Julfa, Barda,
Nakhchivan, Maragha, Derbent
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Caucasian Marriages: Some Remarks on the Marriages
between Safavid Gholams and ‘Safavid’ Ladies

Giorgio Rota®

Abstract: The topic of the nature and role of the gholams in the Safavid state has
attracted considerable attention over the last two decades or so. Although different
views have been expressed, and although it is a well-known fact that Georgian
women were present in the harems of the Safavid rulers, almost nothing has been
said or written concerning the wives of the gholams themselves.

A very preliminary research has yielded some information about the wives of
approximately 15 gholams. On this basis, the present communication will attempt to
highlight what could have been different “models” of marriage available to these
men.

Keywords: Caucasian Marriages, Safavid Gholams, Safavid’ Ladies,
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The Political Legitimacy Changes of the Shibanid
Khanate Central Asia in the 16" century

Ali Rezaee Pouya®

Abstract: The political legitimacy in the briefly definition is the right and
acceptance of authority of a government and some people as governors in society.
This acceptance depends on the conformity of authority whit social norms and
cultural values. In other words, the principles of political legitimacy are justification
of governance and right of sovereignty.

In beginning of 16" AD, two warriors in Iran and central Asia were trying to give
power, they were shah Ismail, the founder of the Safavid dynasty, And Shibani
Khan, the founder of the Uzbek khanate in central Asia. Shibani khan and his
successors, deeply had a political legitimacy crisis, from beginning to conquest of
Russia in central Asia.

In this article we analyzed the historiographical text of this period, for understanding
of political legitimacy crisis and its ethnic and religious origins, and its historical
background. The result emphasizes the influence of ethnic struggle and traditional
challenges in stopped of Uzbek rulers in “Pre-legitimate”.

Keywords: political legitimacy, Shibanid Khanate, central Asia, Uzbek, Tajik

1 Independent Researcher
Behroozpooya2551@gmail.com



66 Intellectual and Cultural Relations between Iran and Central Asia & Caucasus

Remaining Persian Works from Christians and Jews
Immigrants in Crimea Peninsula

Radman Rasooli Mehrabani*

Abstract: Writers have less focused on existence of Persian language in Crimea
peninsula especially among the Christians and Jews. The Persian-speaking
Christian’s migration, and relationship of Crimean Christians with Persian-speaking
people had been led to spread Persian language in Crimea from the middle of the 7™
to 9" centuries A.H. (13" to 15™). Two Persian works from Christians has remained
in Crimea about 8" century A.H (14™). The first one is Codex Cumanicus that the
first part of it, is a dictionary in 3 languages: Latin, Persian, and Cuman (Kipchak
Turkic), but all the words have been written in Latin script. The manuscript of this
work probably has been copied in the first three decades of the 8" century A.H.
(14™). Another is one of the oldest remaining translations of Gospels in Persian.
Simon bin Yusuf bin lbrahim al-Tabrizi who was Armenian and lived in Crimea has
written the manuscript in 742 A.H (1341). The Persian Jews migrate to Crimea from
Caucasus and northern Iran especially after conversion of llkhans to Islam. Avraham
Firkowicz found different kinds of copies in Judeo-Persian in Crimea peninsula's
cities in 19" century which were usually religious works. In this article the reasons
and ways of Christians and Jews migration and their works has been considered.

Keywords: Codex Cumanicus, Qrim, Persian Gospel, Judeo-Persian, Genoese
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Representation of Georgian History in the Safavid Era
from the Perspective of the Georgian-Persian Bilingual
Documents

Goodarz Rashtiani*

Abstract: Historical documents are one of the most important sources for a better
understanding of the Caucasian history. Specially, Due to the lack of Persian
historiography texts in this area, Archival documents can provide somewhat wider
and more comprehensive prospectus of events to researchers.

In addition to Persian, Turkish and, in some cases, Arabic documents as well as
Armenian and Georgian languages, a rare and special phenomenon called Georgian-
Persian bilingual documents is kept on in Georgian archives, that they are very
useful in terms of both codicology and historical studies.

The time domain of these documents dated to the end of the sixteenth century to the
middle of the eighteenth century, and in terms of subject, placed to various
categories, Contains: real estate and economic privileges, land re-ownership, divorce
and tax issues, bailiwick and other issues. On the one hand, was written Georgian
text and on the other hand was written Persian text.

These documents are important in many aspects, things like: Providing a clearer
picture of how the rule of the Safavid empire was exercised over Georgia, the duties
of the Georgian rulers, the structure and functioning of the Safavid observing
system, the way of ownership and its continuity, the activities of the Mustufi and the
affiliated organizations, the relationship between the Georgian church with the local
and central government.

Keywords: Georgia, Caucasus, Safavid Empire, Georgian-Persian bilingual
documents.
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Historical Reflection of the City of Derbent in the Texts
and Sources of Iranian National Historiography from
the Third to the Tenth Century AH

Jamal Pirehmard Shotorban®

Abstract:The present research, titled "The Historical Reflection of the City of
Derbent, in the texts and sources of lranian national historiography" seeks to
summarize and investigate what has been reflected about the history and culture of
the city of Derbent and its legendary history in the texts and resources of Iranian
national historiography. Derbent, as one of the oldest cities in the western margin of
Mazandaran Sea (Caspian Sea), has filled up a long history in line with Iranian
history. From the Sassanid era, and during the Islamic caliphate period, and the rule
of The Shirvanshahs dynasty, the city has always been in a defensive position as one
of the main forts against the onslaughts of the northern nations. This has led, in
numerous chronicles, the various narratives about the history of the city's
construction. In many of these sources, the construction of Derbent City is attributed
to the legendary rulers of Iran or Sassanid kings. The local history of Derbent is
reflected in many sources of general, local, and especially Armenian and Georgian
historiographys. In the leading research, it has been tried to emphasize in the first
place, the general chronicles of the third to the tenth century A.H, and then to
geographic resources. For ease of the research, some recent local chronicles, such as
"Darban Nama-e Jadid" have also been referred.

This research, with an analytical-descriptive approach, while emphasizing library
research methods, attempts to provide an overview of the historical background of
the city of Derbent and its reflection in the sources of Iranian national
historiography.

The final achievement of this study, while clarifying Iran's long-standing cultural
and historical links with the North Caucasus region, seeks to demonstrate the
continuity of these links in today's world, based on the social and cultural beliefs of
the peoples of the North Caucasus, centered on the city of Derbent. The relict
inscriptions of the Sassanid era, Islamic mosques and Persian inscriptions, which
remain in the city of Derbent to this day, all testify to the continued persistence of
elements of Iranian culture in the city.

Keywords: Derbent, Caucasus, Iran, national historiography, cultural ties
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Transoxianas Role in Forming of Islamic-lranian
Culture and the Path of its Transferring to the Asia
Minor and the Western Europe

Ali Parmou?

Abstract : Transoxania at the both of pre and after Islamic period, was birthplace of
Iranian language and culture. Presence of Chinese, Buddhism, Sogdian, Persian even
Judaism and Christian and then Arabic Cultures, made a kind of mixed Culture that
survived after its collapsing. After entering Muslim Arabs to Iran and Sassanid's
falling, many of Iranians who were not satisfied whit Arabic Sovereignty, refuged to
Transoxiana and lead rites against Arabs. However, across the adopting to Islam in
this mainland, as a religion, they changed their sight to Islam; so many Ulama and
Scholars rose and wrote Islamic books. Beside these groups, formed various
mystical sects, they showed a kind of easy Islam in front of faithful Islam. With the
entrance to Transoxiana and then to Iran and moving towards Asia miner, they made
Rumi's Seljuk's, as a result many of Scholars immigrated to there. Then a kind of
tolerant Islam by effect from Roman thoughts was formed there. By Ghazi Ottomans
Appearance and their attention to the Balkans, these thoughts entered to the Eastern
Europe and so far has continued in the countries like Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Albania until now. The author in this paper is trying to — besides introducing
different elites and currents in this movement — investigate cause of acceptance and
surviving of this thought in this area.

Keywords: Transoxiana, Sufism, Asia Minor, Transferring and Migration.
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Akhund Yousef Talebzadeh the Pioneer of the Alliance
of Muslims in the Region

Dr. Mohammad-Ali Parghoo!
Dr. Ghaffar Abdollahi®

Abstract: One of the intellectual movements that was raised in the 19th and early
20th centuries in the Muslim world was the unity of Islam. It considered the unions
of the Muslims of the world, or at least the most important Muslim countries,
including Iran and the Ottoman Empire. In addition to the Iranian and Ottoman
activists in this field, some of the Muslims in the South Caucasus also were
influenced by this thought and became its missionaries and sympathizers.

Akhund Yusuf Talibzadeh was one of the serious supporters of Pan Islam in the
Caucasus. In addition, Talebzadeh was associated with Iran and the Ottoman
Empire, and was involved in political, military and political affairs in these
countries.

In this article, using the writings of Talebzadeh and the works that his
contemporaries left of his thoughts and deeds, we want to study the role of Akhund
Yousef Talebzadeh in the development of the idea of unity of Islam in the South
Caucasus.

Keywords: Pan Islam, Akhund Yousef Talebzadeh, South Caucasus, Iran,
Ottoman.

1 Department of History, Tabriz University, email: parghoo@tabrizu.ac.ir
2 Researcher at Tabriz University, email: gabdollahi1396@gmail.com



Contents 61

Qajar Envoys in Khiva

Christine Noelle-Karimi*

Abstract: It is a known fact that Persian accounts of travels within Iran and to the
neighboring Muslim countries were solicited by the Qajar court: they served to
shape and enhance official concepts of history and topography. Yet, opinions
regarding the function of nineteenth-century travelogues within imperial agendas
differ considerably. Was their production driven by ideas of inclusion and
reclamation or were they meant to project and cement boundaries? Little attention
has hitherto been paid to the analysis of authorial strategies and the context of
literary production. This paper explores the ways in which Qajar envoys, military
officers and officials portrayed the lands and people north and east of Astarabad and
Mashhad. Based on a reading of Mirza Riza-yi Mizanagasi Muhandisbasi’s Notes
(1839-40), Muhammad ‘Ali Khan Ghafur’s Ruznama-i safar-i Khvarazm (1840s),
and Riza Quli Khan Hidayat’s Sifaratnama-i Khvarazm (after 1857) 1 will attempt to
identify the authors’ discursive strategies. The texts at hand offer parallel
formulations of the Iranian space. The projection of an expansive “Ur”-terrain
coincides with the reinvention of Iran as a modern, narrowly bounded entity. These
two levels of argumentation will be analyzed within the framework of three thematic
clusters. First, observations on geography in general and the terrain in particular
highlight strategic considerations on the relationship between the Qajar domain and
its eastern neighbors. Of special interest is the use of geographical terminology, with
its connotations of inclusion and exclusion. Secondly, encounters and exchanges
with the Turkmens and local elites bring regional relationships into focus and thus
document the problem of Iranian statehood, its self-definition and the political
claims arising therefrom. The third field concerns the uses of the past: References to
historical precedents casting Iran as a timeless and stable entity provide a conceptual
framework for Qajar activities in the region and offer an effective counter-narrative
to the remoteness and forlornness the travelers experience on their missions.

Keywords: Qajar, Khiva Mirza Riza-yi Mizanagasi Muhandisbasi, Ali Khan
Ghafur, Riza Quli Khan Hidayat
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among the countries that are willing to respect it, re-writing historical books free of
bias and discrimination and promoting simultaneous teaching in the countries could
be the topic of the issue.

Culture and traditions is not goods to confiscated .Each culture has its strengths and
weaknesses so it is not advisable to say that the positive aspects belong to us and
leave negative point as a legacy of other nations. The relationship between experts
and establishment of a joint academy committee between Iran and Central Asia and
Caucasus could provide a road for greater convergence among countries so
cooperation in some area could spill over to other subject including economic and
trading. It is time to perhaps re-write history, and leave for our ancestors a clear,
transparent and painless history

In the end, let me mentioned to a poem from the great Jalal ad-Din Muhammad
Rami who born in Balkh, fell in love in Tabriz and brought the soul to perfection,
finally left his body in Turkey:

| said that where are you from? Laughed at me and said: I'm half from Turkestan,
half from Fergana, half from water & soil, half from soul.
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The Heavy Chain of History and Geography on
Common Culture and Tradition

Hamid Nazemirad*

Abstract: If we want to look at history and geography as an independent category,
we will find that in this context, nations are alien and separated to each other
altogether. Iran's history is no exception to this, so many wars and conflicts which
occurred within our own geopolitical contexts of Iranians, could provoke such a
national and ethnic conflict that would bring us back to the same time. Some
massacres in Kerman and Shiraz, the gouge people eyes out and the minaret of the
skulls, did not come from a so-called barbarian but who came to the command of an
Iranian. Now and for sure, we read these events with surprise in historical texts,
forget about it and focus on our common identity and live peace. But same events
and historical massacre that occurred at that time and within the confines of ancient
Iran, which are currently outside the borders of our current Iran, would be so
exaggerate that, all common allied and integration, would be forgotten and caused
divergence and dispute.

Iran, Central Asia and the Caucasus have a common heritage and history. After the
independence of these republics, all expected that our country would have the
highest degree of convergence with regions, and the initial moves were
strengthening and confirm the trend. Over time, this convergence not only was not
recognized and reinforced, but also competition over the heritage of common culture
became so intensive that it made some conflict between our country Iran and others,
especially with two very close culturally nation, Tajikistan and Azerbaijan.
Competition for registering of some works, poets, feast and cultural celebration at
the United Nations became as source of tension and controversial area of
competition between us and other countries. We must admit that culture and
traditions pass from borders and walls. Nowruz belongs to all people who celebrate
it. Rudaki, Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rami and Niami Ganjavi must know as
international person. Today, globalization does not happen only in the economic and
technological spheres, and sphere of culture and tradition, has also became
globalization.

To globalization our common culture based on any name (the culture of the Silk
Road, the culture of the Caspian Sea, the culture of the Pars, etc.) will be the only
and best way to expand and influence it in the world, so any struggle on these issues
will not lead to anything other than weakening it. Brought up Creation a joint
committee of history and geography professors, scholars, literature and culture

1 Student of International Relations in Central Asia and the Caucasus —Allameh Tabtabai University
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Historical and Cultural Relations of Iran with
Caucasian Countries a Case Study on Armenia and
Georgia

Masoumeh Motamednia *
Mehdi Noori Choorti?

Abstract:The foreign policy priorities of countries are shaped in similar peripheral
and geographic regions. Iran also faces Caucasus and Central Asia in its periphery.
Throughout the history, Iran has repeatedly attacked the Caucasus territory in pursuit
of its strategic goals in peripheral regions. During the Achaemenids, Georgia and
Armenia came under the command of Iran. During the Seleucids, the Caucasus was
divided between several royal princes, and with the arrival of Tirdad, the Aesacid
Prince, the Arsacid dynasty, was established in Armenia. Then, the Sasanids and the
Parthians also invaded these areas. Until Qajar era, these areas were part of the
Iranian soil, but in 1228, with the conclusion of the treaty of Gulistan, much of it
was seized by the Russians, and then, according to the treaty of Turkmenchai, the
other regions were separated. In sum, these encounters have led to a variety of
commonalities in these areas.

The Caucasus was considered to be the connecting point of Asia and Europe in the
course of history, and its commonalities with the Iranian civilization were so high
that in the countries of this area, there are still signs of the Iranian history, culture,
and language in the context of Nowruz rituals, religious and cultural occasions as
well as people’s lifestyle and clothing.

The present article, using the comparative policy framework, addresses Iran's
attention to the Caucasus region, especially its social, linguistic and historical
encounters with this region. Therefore, in this article, we seek to answer this
question: “What commonalities and relations have the historical encounters of Iran
with the Caucasus caused, especially in Armenia and Georgia?”

Keywords: Similar peripheral and geographical regions, Iran, Caucasus and
Central Asia, Commonalities, Armenia, Georgia

1 Associate professor in the Department of Russian Language, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar
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The Reflection of the Georgian Women's Image of the
Safavid Era in European Travelogues (1600-1750 AD)

Nasrollahpour Mohammadi Amelishi®
Farhad Rashnopour?
Mohammad Zaman Aladdin®

Abstract: Relations between Iranians and Georgians have always lasted for
centuries in spite of the ups and downs, with the power of the Safavid government in
Iran, Due to the military and military situation, Georgia was considered by the
Safavid kings. Consequently, the continuation of the military intervention of the
Safavids in the Caucasus, and in particular Georgia, from the very beginning of the
Shah Abbas 1 era, has resulted in a large number of Georgian populations in various
forms, such as the refuge of the Georgian princes to the Safavid courts, the
settlement and forced displacement of the captives, the Islamization of the Georgian
elders and More important than any political party, they settled in Iran. It seems that
the marriage and the kinship of the Safavid kings with the Georgian princes, despite
the apparent merits of the Georgian women, seem to be an important tool for the
establishment of their sovereignty in those regions and the strength of the two sides'
ties. The beauty, excitement, knowledge of the Georgian women, as well as their
unsuccessful but succumbing efforts in the political activities of the Safavid era have
been very much considered. In this research, how the presence of Georgian women
and girls in the Safavid courts and the reflection of their individual and personality
characteristics and their attempts in political and social arenas have been studied. It
aims to highlight this purpose through a descriptive-analytical method and relying
on library resources, especially the travelogues of the European Sufi travelers of the
same age.

Keywords: Safavids, Georgian women, court, beauty, travelogues
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Role of Mir Sayed Ali Hamedani in Cultural Ties of Iran

and Central Asia
Mohsen Modir Shanechi®

Abstract : Great poet and gnostic of 14" century, Mir Sayed Ali Hamedani, neither
in poem is among famous Persian poets, no in Gnosticism has familiarity of well-
known Sufis even in his Sufi order of Kobravi, but in another point of view was a
unique figure in his term and later periods. In fact, he was focal point of ties in
cultural and civilizational sphere of Iran and Iranians as well as interactions in
Persian language and literature domain. His teachers, students and followers as well
as long term travels throughout historical great Iranian lands and effects of his
peaceful teaches created this role and status for him. In the article, his position in
this area and constituent elements of this position as well as his today position in ties
and relations of Iranian civilizational sphere especially ties between Iran and central
Asia, and necessities and possibilities of this position is considered.

Keywords: Mir Sayed Ali Hamedani, Iran, Central Asia, Cultural relations.

1 Islamic Azad University,
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Making the Sheybanid Transoxiana: A Glimpse on
the Establishment of an Uzbek-Hanafi Identity in
Transoxiana under the Sheybainds

Seyyed Ali Mazinani*

Abstract: Descended from an Uzbek linage and believers of Hanafi Sunnite, the
Sheybanids from 906 to 1006 A.H. (1501-1601 A.D.) reigned over Transoxiana,
Turkestan and Farghana with an occasional authority over Takharistan, Khorasan,
Khawrazm and Dasht-e Qipchag. Although their dominance could be reckoned as
the germinal of alienation of Transoxiana from the main Iranian milieu yet there are
few inquiries ever focused on the impact of cultural, political and religious
aftermaths of the Sheybanids ascendancy on the process. The present article,
describing generally cultural, political and religious developments under the
Sheybanids and relying on readers’ knowledge of cultural and political
transformations in the early Safavid Iran, decides to portray the generation of an
Uzbek-Hanafi identity against an Iranian-Shiite one.

Keywords: the Transoxiana, the Uzbek, the Sheybanid, the Safavid, Policy,
Culture
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Iranian Clothes and Adornments of the Georgian Nobles
Study of Frescos from the 17th C. Georgian Churches

Tamar Lekveishvilit

Abstract:In the paper are studied less-known, less-explored aspects of the Iranian-
Georgian cultural Interactions, namely Iranian influence on the clothes of the
Georgian nobility of the 17" c. on the basis of the analyze of several frescoes from
Georgian Orthodox churches.

The history of Georgian clothing remains as the most relevant issue in the context of
Georgian-Iranian cultural interactions. It‘s impossible to explore this issue without
considering analogues from Iran. Consequently, the qualitative and comparative
methods are used. These interactions were especially intensive during the Safavid
period when Iran dominated on the Eastern part of Georgia. The Western part of the
country was under Ottoman political influence but even here Iranian cultural
influence was much stronger then Turkish. Consequently, in that period Georgian
Kings and Nobles used to wear Iranian clothes and adornments predominantly, or
their clothes had evident traces of Iranian influence. In the presented paper are
discussed peculiarities of several frescoes of Georgian Churches of the 17" century
with depicted families of Kings and Nobles (for example, Frescoes of Katsia
Chikvani and Giorgi Lipartiani — Martvili church, Western Georgia; Queen Mariam
Dadiani and her son-Svetitskhoveli church, Eastren Georgia, etc.).

The historical environment that had preconditioned strengthening such tendencies in
clothing is discussed. Emphasis is made on distinct details of clothing and their
symbolic importance.

Keywords:
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Iranian Intellectuals' Reports from Caucasus

Hamed Kazemzadeh!

Abstract: Mirza Abdul'Rahim Talibov Najjar Tabrizi (1834, Tabriz — 1911, Temir-
Khan-Shura) was an Iranian intellectual and social reformer. He was born in the
Sorkhab district of Tabriz, Iran. In 1851, Talibov immigrated to Thbilisi, the
administrative capital of the Russian Caucasus, and began a new life there.
According to one Iranian source, Talibov attended school in Thilisi and studied
modern sciences. In Thilisi, Talibov worked for an Iranian businessman, named
Mohammad-Ali Khan, who had immigrated to Transcaucasia from the city of
Kashan. After years of working for the wealthy compatriot, Talibov must have saved
a sufficient amount of capital to start his own construction business. He also moved
from Thilisi to Temir-Khan-Shura (Buinaksk, since 1922), the provincial capital of
Dagestan, where he bought a comfortable house, built a small private library and
married a woman from Derbent. Talibov wrote all of his works after the age of fifty-
five. He had by then attained a degree of financial security that enabled him to
devote the next twenty-one years of his life to writing and translating from Russian
into Persian.

During this period, he traveled to various parts of North and South Caucasus that on
one of these trips which is named the Travel literature of Caucasus spa, he described
Caucasian cities and then to contrast these cities with the Iranian cities and
furthermore he explained the situation of Iranians in the area. This manuscript and
report in this respect, is important that haven’t been published so far and not been
addressed in any reports before. Also it’s only and first Travel literature of Iranian
Intellectuals about North Caucasus in Qajar Period. This paper tries to provide a
report according to this manuscript based on Talibov’s Writing Methods, and also
the situation of Iranians in the North Caucasus, especially in the late nineteenth
century.

Keywords: Talibov, North Caucasus, Iranians in Caucasus, Qajar.
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Caucasian’s Elite Approach to the Encounter of
Tradition and Modernity
Case study: Mollanasreddin Weekly Magazine

Zahra Kazemi!

Abstract: Encountering modernity made a new crisis to identity in the Islamic
societies. The problem was the type of encountering with modernity and the manner
to gain it. Among all, newspapers were the most important tools to disclose the
relation between tradition and modernity. Mollanasreddin has been one of the
pioneers in this area which played a dominant role in the reconsideration of Iranians’
thoughts about newfound elements. The present study addresses the approach of
Mollanasreddin to tradition and modernity issue. It can be concluded that the
journalists of Mollanasreddin have been obviously talked about the imbalance
between tradition and modernity and the impossibility of their integration. However,
they paid attention to the quiddity of tradition and its foundations and they found it
not in the remained customs from the previous centuries but in the concept of
thought, dealing with the universe and the relation between existing facts and the
time necessities. Actually, the implied tradition against modernity. The journalists of
Mollanasreddin conceived rational understandings of common traditions and tried to
rationalize traditions with presenting new questions but this approach did not only
reproduce traditions but it led to its substitution with modern worldview. The
attitude of Mollanasreddin to the modernity has been a philosophic attitude which
mostly contained privative and rejecting manner. It was based on refusing the styles
of life and traditions that prevented Moslems from obtaining modernity. The essence
of Mollanasreddin approach stood on the principle that modernism was a western
phenomenon and simultaneously universal and surrounded the Islamic societies
sooner or later. Therefore, it seemed necessary to evaluate it.

Keywords: Tradition; Modernity; Encountering; Caucasia; Mollanasreddin
weekly magazine.
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Iranians and Iranian Heritage in Central Asia from the
Perspective of Japanese Travelers (1896-1910)

Ostovar Kazemi Jamebozorgi *

Abstract: Travelogues are one of the most important sources of research in historical
studies and reflect important subjects such as religion, tribes, economics,
anthropology, and all the material and spiritual characteristics of the land, often not
mentioned in official chronicles. So far, many travelers from the West and the East
have traveled to the Caucasus and Central Asia and have left many travel books, but
the researchers have often sought the attention of Western travel writers and have
not paid much attention to eastern travel books. Oriental travelers, especially the
Japanese, have provided plenty of information to visit the Caucasus and Central
Asia. Among these travelers are Fukushima (1896), Inove (1902), and Kageaki
(1910). In the case of these Japanese travelers, various topics and valuable
information about the Caucasus and Central Asia, including Persian heritage,
Persian language, architecture and monuments, tribes, the nature and geographical
location of cities, the distance from each other, urban population can be found
Which is not found in official chronicles. This article has been written with the aim
of clarifying the Central Asian and Iranian heritage of this region in the mirror of
these three travel books.

Keywords:Caucasus, Central Asia, Japanese travelers, Fukushima, Inove,
Kageaki, Years 1540-1560

* MA in History, University of Tehran, Student of Japanese Language and Literature
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Economic Implications of the Migration of Nestorian
Christians to Soghdiana in Pre-Islamic Era

Parisa Karamzadeh®

Abstract: Transoxiana in the pre-Islamic era, was a land with cultural diversity and
multiplicity of ceremonies in which there were followers of Christian, Buddhist,
Manichean, and Zoroastrian religions. Under the influence of the conflict between
the Monophysite and Nestorian Christians and the separation of beliefs, the church
of the east and west Nestorian religion was strengthened in cities of Iran, and Iranian
Christians were believers of Nestorius, the bishop of Constantinople, who
considered Jesus Christ separate entities .

Since the fourteenth century the repression of Christians has begun in the Sasanid
territory which in Syriac texts is called "Mass murder". Transexonia became a safe
area for the Christians due to religious tolerance and favorable economic conditions.
Soghdiana was the main center of Nestorians. This research attempts to answer the
question by relying on descriptive-analytical method and using historical and
archaeological documents as to what the migration of Nestorian to Soghd had been
and what the result of this were. The result of this study indicates that the repression
of Christians in Iran, due to the religious policies of the Sasanid kings, created
unfavorable conditions for the life of Christians. As well as propaganda nature of
Nestorian emigration churches, which were generally merchants and craftsmen in
the cities which created a kind of convergence with the urban Soghdian culture
along the Silk Road, and its habitants who were generally merchants; therefore,
Christianity was welcomed in the urban Soghdian community. As a result of this,
the economy flourished from the Soghdian trade, and Christianity along with it
expanded other territories, the Soghdian businessmen became major economic
activities and carriers of thoughts and cultural.

Keywords: Transoxiana, Christianity, Nestorian, Monophysite, Soghdiana, pre-
Islamic, Trade and merchant
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Interaction between Arab Military Aristocrats and
Iranian Aristocrats in Transoxiana during 1-3 AH
Centuries/4-6 AD Centuries

Hamid Karamipour*

Abstract: The early Islamic centuries possess special importance in emerging and
formation of Iranian- Islamic identity. The distinct feature of this period versus the
previous era and after this period lies in balanced composition of Persian- Islamic
elements at this period. This status was mainly organized in Transoxiana and despite
their cooperation with Arab conquerors, Iranian aristocrats played crucial role by
preservation of historic memory and Persian language in this process. Transoxiana
prepared the ground mainly for the many Iranian and Islamic elements in this period.
Therefore, this land witnessed creation of precious Islamic works over which
Persian spirit might govern.

The reason and quality of formation of such coalition and their continuity are
interpreted in this paper along with way of role-playing by Iranian aristocrats beside
Arab and Muslim aristocrats that are examined in the political developments. Iranian
aristocrats cooperated with Muslim military forces in many confrontations between
Arabs and non-Muslim tribes and even in social revolts that included religiously
eclectic nature and thereby they stabilized their bases within the framework of a new
system. As a result, the first symmetric governments were established by these
families in Iran. The methodology of this study is of descriptive- analytical type and
the related references were provided by librarian sources. The main problem of this
study is that in addition to their commitment to the previous heritage, how Iranian
aristocrats cooperated and confederated with Arab conquerors.

Keywords: Iranian aristocrats, Arab military aristocrats, Transoxiana, Marv
city, Persian heritage
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Legal Status of Caspian Sea

Maya Kapanadze®

Abstract: Legal status of Caspian Sea belongs to Caspian Sea Basin almost the
whole south Caucasus and except west Georgia. It is a closed sea —actually it is a big
lake. After collapse of the Soviet Union 5 States pass through the Caspian Sea —
(Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan). During 3 centuries only
Russia (Soviet Union) and Iran can control it before.

On the bottom of the Caspian Sea there are great resources of natural gas and oil that
turned out to be a main problem of separation the Caspian Sea countries.

As Caspian Sea is a closed lake, this reservoir is to be split through the agreement of
the five countries situated on its bank. Despite the open sea the international norms
do not work on them. Caspian Sea Countries could not reach an agreement on
dispute issues for a long time. It was one of the longest disputes lasted within 22
years and settled in Kazakhstan summit that was held in August last year.

Five participant counties of this summit signed the convention about the legal status
of Caspian Sea. The parties reached the agreement that was not able to gain over
twenty years. The signing parties are: Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, they do restrict any military representation except them. Non-Caspian
counties do not have right to have Military Vessels in this reservoir. Realization of
gained paragraph of documents promotes the economic development of Caspian
region.

It should be noted that Iranian coastline of Caspian Sea is the cleanest ecologically,
while others are polluted with the oil products.

With Climatic point of view in the regions of Iran Caspian coastline there is better
condition, that in other four regions.

Keyword: Caspian Sea, Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan
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Pir-e-Turkestan

Seyed Shahab Kamaladdini*

Abstract:As we know, one of the important factors in the preservation and spread of
Islam in Central Asia has been the existence of their mystics and their various
traditions. In this region, different denominations have been active such as:
Yasaviya, Nagshbandiya, Qadiriyya, Kobraviya etc. However, considering that
Turkestan was the birthplace of Khaja Ahmad e Yasavi, this area was most
influenced by the thoughts and beliefs of this mystic and Sufi famous.

Khaja Ahmad e Yasavi is most likely to be late in the 5th / 11th century. He was
born in Espijab, Esfijab, and western Turkestan province. The Esfijab, also known
as Seiram and Aq Shahr, dates back to the fifth century / eleventh century. One of
the major centers of Islamic and Iranian culture. They said his father was Sheikh
Ibrahim and his family came to Imam Ali.

This paper is descriptive and analytical, using library resources and viewing the
tomb of Khaja Ahmad e Yasavi and its museum.

Keyword: Pir-e-Turkestan, Yasaviya, mysticism, Islam
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Comparison of Modernity and Tradition in Iran and

Russia
Hasan Javadinia
Saeed Bagherpour®

Abstract: Modernism, or its modernization in the West, is a response to the religion
of Christ and the tradition. After modernity, along with the Renaissance, it remained
as a legacy of Europe for the world, and of course, it should not be forgotten that in
every society, it has always started with the religion and tradition of those societies.
Hostile to these two categories as a factor behind the backwardness of those
societies. In relation to Iran and Russia, this is also true. Iran was defacing Russia
and concluding two infamous contracts of Golestan and Turkmen tea, which led Iran
to move more rapidly along the path of modernity

And for about two centuries, these same factors have caused the modernity of the
Iranian people to reach. The United States has made it a successor to the Islamic
Revolutionary Federation, although it was a long time ago, but the conditions of the
agricultural industry and the industrial laborers prevented the development of the
Russian society and the improvement of the living conditions of the people of the
community. The general uprisings and other long wars of the tsars in the East and
West of Russia were also the subject of protests

Keywords: tradition, modernity, Iran, Russia, constitutional, peasant
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The Phases of the Conquest of the Caucasus; the
Establishment and Borders of Emirate of Armenia (7-8
centuries AD/1-2 centuries AH)

Rasoul Jafarian®
Touraj Khosravi?

Abstract: Before the complete collapse of the Sasanid Dynasty in 650 AD (30 AH),
just after the fall of Al-Mada'in, the seizure of Atropatene and perpetual farewell of
Heraclius (610-640 AD), the Byzantine Empire, to a part of its territory in Levant
and Cizre and retreat from Taurus Mountains in the Asia Minor, it was the turn of
Islam forces to capture the heritage of the Sasanid and the Byzantine empires in the
Caucasus, a very significant and strategic area, and to turn it into a part of the
Islamic territories, and to establish an Emirate called Armenia.

However, in this geographical area, like some other parts of the Islamic territory,
there are differences among first-hand Islamic historical and geographical sources,
Armenian, Georgian, and Byzantine sources with regard to not only the
chronological order of events and happenings but also to some various phases of the
conquest of cities and areas of the Caucasus, and the specification of western-eastern
and northern-southern borders of the Emirate of Armenia in the first centuries of
Islam.

The present research makes and endeavor to present an appropriate and scientific
report of the chronological order of events, the process of conquests and the
establishment of the Emirate of Armenia in the Caucasus during the 7-8 centuries
AD/1-2 centuries AH, relying on the above-mentioned first-hand sources, and based
on a comparative method, with meticulous analysis of political-administrative
divisions of the Emirate of Armenia including (Arran, Iberia, Armenia).

Keywords: the conquest of the Caucasus, the first centuries of Islam, the Emirate
of Armenia.
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The Iranian Traditional Arts Beam on Three Historical
Memorials of Georgia

Gholamreza Jafari Mazhab!

Abstract:Writing this article is with the goal of introducing three less-known
buildings in the country of Georgia. They have a variety of architectural beauty
samples of Iranian traditional arts and decoration, which created by Iranian artists
have come unto the Qajar period.
These selected buildings are:

1- Blue Palace “Firuza” in Borjomi (Signed by Mirza Mohammad Ghazvini

painter)
2- Thilisi Diamond Palace (House of Mirza Reza Arfa al-Dawlah, Consul
General of Iran at the time of Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar)

3- The Thilisi State Academy of arts (Crystal Palace)
To achieve this goal, The author attempts to present a report of this adorable Persian
decorating buildings has the attention of the That on a few trips to the country of
Georgia has been observed With the help of the Images himself taken or found on
the Web sites. Then history and specifications of each of these buildings has been
completed with the use of available resources.
Methods this report includes a description of the images, data and speech and greater
integration of ornamental array in each of the selected buildings. That is also an
attempt to find out how to create harmony among the internal and external surfaces
that used in decorations alongside the indigenous and local artistic styles. The
composition of the ornament in each of these works is clearly reflected in the
reflection of the homogeneous structural components, especially in the shining
decorative walls, and makes them very adorable. This unique feature indicates that
traditional lranian arrays, along with Caucasian and European artistic styles,
although with consolidated or extension can have the same eye-catching beauty that
can be found in traditional Iranian architecture.
Taking into account the results of this report, it can be said: The glittering
ornamentation of the artwork of Iranian artists in Georgia is not only the most
important factor in keeping and restoring these historical monuments to our time;
but also as permanent memorials in that land, they are Like a unique jewel among
other monuments of the time.

Keywords:Borjomi Firuza Palace, Thilisi Diamond Palace, Thilisi Crystal
Palace, Mirza Reza Arfa al-Dawlah, Mirza Mohammad ghazvini painter.
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Ottoman. One of the most important social and political development were the
redefinition of identity and nationality.

Considering that identity can be a choice and it is a phenomenon influenced by
many factors and therefore a variable during time, hence in that time and
geographical context, the answer of Iranian nationals residing in the Caucasus to the
question about their identity is noticeable. Among them, the answer of Iranian
Armenians to that question is more considerable, because of their cultural affinities
to Russians, especially due to common religion.

In this paper, the sense of belonging to Iranian nationality in the stances and actions
of Iranian Armenians living the Caucasus during the late nineteenth to the Bolshevik
revolution has been studied.

Keywords: Iran, Russia, Caucasus, Armenians, ldentity, Nationality
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Sense of Belonging to Iranian Nationality among Iranian
Nationals Living in the Caucasus in the Late Nineteenth

Century to the Bolshevik Revolution
Case Study: Iranian Armenians

Mehdi Hosseini Taghiabad*

Abstract: From the late sixteenth century, when Russia became one of active trade
partners of Iran and Iran, became the main trade partner of Russia in the East, until
the Bolshevik revolution and the establishment of the Soviet Union, the presence of
Iranian nationals in the territory of Russia was an influential factor in the dynamics
of bilateral relations.

Since the middle of sixteenth century some Georgians which on those days were
subjects of Safavid Iran, moved to reside around Moscow as a consequence of
Russia’s will to penetrate in the Caucasus and the initial connections which were
being established between Tsarist Russia and some Georgian figures and noble
families. Families and individuals which were in conflict with Georgian rulers who
were governing Georgia under Iranian supervision. With the activation of trade
between Iran and Russia, especially during the era of Shah Abbas the Great, some
Armenians turned to the mediator of that lucrative trade. Those Armenians as
Christian subjects of Iranian government played a significant role in boosting that
trade and some of them settled in the territory of Russia. The Iranian subjects who
moved to Russia were not limited to Christians and there were Muslims too,
especially after Turkmenchay treaty the number of Iranians were living in Russia
has been increased due to many factors. Most of those Iranians were merchants,
craftsmen and labors. It should be noted after the annexation of the Caucasus to
Russia by Turkmenchay treaty, the people of north lands of Araxes River became
Russian subjects.

The end point of active presence of Iranians in Russia occurred by the establishment
of the Soviet Union and Stalin’s policies in the relocation, expulsion and removal of
foreign nationalities, such as Iranians. In contrast with that situation, the late
nineteenth and the early twentieth century, were the time of numerous and relatively
influential presence of Iranians in the Russian territory, especially in the Caucasus.
The period in which the Caucasus region were increasingly influenced by political
and identity ideas inspired by modernity and also influenced by many factors such as
Tsarist Russia’s policies, regional and international developments, rivalries between
great powers especially Russia and Britain, and trends and changes in Iran and the

1 Head of Caucasus Studies Institute, Tehran
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Literature Related to History: the Poems of Mahasti
Ganjavi and the Representation of Caucasian History in
12" Century

Saeid Hosseini*

Abstract: Mahasti Ganjavi (1089-1159) was a poetess and composer of quatrains,
also the most famous poetess which for her melodious quatrains is compared with
Omar Khayyam. Her husband, Taj’aldin Ahmad was a famous poet of his time and
because this, her reputation is increased. Mahasti is well known for her ingenuity in
choosing the subjects of her chansons and the description of different guilds and
varied folk’s amusements, a matter which put her as a pioneer in a special kind of
poem which was later extended in age of Safavid and then renamed as Shahrashoob
(Femme Fatale)

This research tries to describe in a few words the life and time of Mahasti and also
peruses the quality and the themes of her poems. To cut a long story short, we can
conclude that Mahasti’s Shahrashoob (Femme Fatale) is noteworthy for its attention
to guilds and jobs, folk’s amusements, lanes and streets which all contains historical
data and also for her poetic themes like love and madness, sense of humor, honesty
and composing poems full of vitality and away from sorrow. Paying attention to
these poems is an important part of representation and recognition of Caucasian
history.

Keywords: Mahasti Ganjavi, Femme Fatale, Persian Poetry, Quatrains,
Caucasus
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Beliefs, Religion and Customs of Burial in Northern Iran
and South Caucasus
Case study: Talysh ethnic area in Iran and Azerbaijan

Armin Heydarian®

Abstract: Death is one of the environmental events that, without exception, come to
all the living things of the world, including plants, animals and humans, and it is not
possible to escape it.The difference in death between human beings is in the
immaterial aspect of it

Beliefs, rituals and traditions related to burial among the various tribes recount gave
us Very interesting information from the religious, medical, intellectual, social and
even historical history of the past, which they are, Interestingly enough, and
scientifically valuable.

This research examines the customs of the burial of the indigenous peoples of the
Talysh ethnic area. The result of the research shows Most of the graves are in the
Korgan area, where graves are often buried with relatives and dead bodies. Other
graves are also made from a kind of hard stone. The corpses of the dead, with their
clothing and ornaments, have been buried more northeast-southwest geographically,
the angle of rotation of sunrise and sunset which are affected by the ritual of
Mithraism.

The method of data collection in this research was extracted from library studies and
some field observations and a descriptive-analytic research method.

Keywords: religion, Belief, Burial, Talysh, Spindle, Death.
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Visual Culture in Safavid Iran: the Case of Wall
Paintings in New Jolfa and Isfahan

Negar Habibi

Abstract : In 1603, the inhabitants of Jolfa and other major cities of Armenia-
whose numbers reached three hundred thousand according to the testimonies- were
forced to leave their lands under the order of Shah Abbas 1 (1588-1629), who was
unable to defend sustainably the region against the Ottoman incursions. Once settled
in New Jolfa, a suburb of Isfahan, in 1605, the Armenians acquired the privilege of
Iran's great international trade with Europe and Asia. Opening his kingdom to the
new commercial market especially to the Europe, Shah Abbas 1 benefited from the
activity and dynamism of the Armenian community who maintained constant
relations with Europe. Henceforth the Armenians of New Jolfa played some
prominent roles not only in the Safavid economic and political international affairs,
but also in the Iranian internal matters.

In New Jolfa, with about fifty thousand inhabitants, the Armenians rebuilt a true
autonomous city with their own administration and religion. Several churches and
houses were built in the first half of the seventeenth century, where the wall
paintings with the pictorial taste inspired by European art, constitute the most
important part of the decorative program. The wall paintings formed indeed the
major decorative programs in Safavid Isfahan, including the nobles’ houses and
royal court. As such, Chehel Sotun Palace, the most iconic Safavid palace has been
entirely decorated with the mural paintings.

By reviewing the wall paintings of the houses and churches of the New Jolfa and
comparing them especially with the Chehel Sotun verandas’ paintings in Isfahan,
this paper explores the artistic relations between the Armenian community and
Safavid Court during the seventeenth-century. Exploring the social, political and
economic contexts of seventeenth-century Iran, this paper shall seek for the extent in
which the Armenian religious or profane artistic traditions could have been involved
in shaping the Safavid new art, known today as the so-called Farangi Sazi paintings.

Keywords:

1 University of Geneva
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Three Persian Documents Regarding the Ottoman-
Safavid Rapprochement in the Late-Seventeenth
Century

Selim Giingérirler*

Abstract : The proposed paper is based on three Persian missives by the Safavids,
which are preserved at the Ottoman archives: (1) Name by Shah Suleiméan to Sultan
Ahmad Il in 1691, a cordial response to the Ottoman ruler's 1688 name and thus a
critical moment in the post-1686 Ottoman-Safavid diplomatic revolution that
brought about "alliance, " "perpetual peace, " and "brotherhood" — verbatim copy;
(2) Makt(b by itimad-ud-daule Muhammad Tahir Qazvini to sardar and beylerbeyi
of Baghdad Celebi Ismail Pasha, in 1699, regarding the coordination of the delivery
of Basra back to the Ottomans, occasioned by the negotiatons with imperial
ambassador Ebukavuk Mehmed at Isfahan — verbatim copy;

(3) Maktdb apparently by a beyglarbeygi of Erivan (Cuqur-sa'd) to a beylerbeyi of
Erzurum in 1658, concerning the [re-]Jappointment of a caravan-leader for Iranian-
Shiite pilgrims traveling on Ottoman territory — original.

In the paper, | will comment on the backgrounds, occasions, and impacts of these
missives as well as their textual analysis based on their separate genres. The
eventual publication will include the full texts and images of the documents as well.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Safavid Empire, 17th c., Religious relations.

1 Koch University, Turkey
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Descendants of Bahman Mirza’s as Prominent Figures
of Social and Political life of Azerbaijan

Nigar Gozalova®

Abstract:Bahman Mirza Qajar a talented politician, commander and scientist was
the representative of the ruling dynasty in Iran, was the son of the heir to the throne
Abbas Mirza Qajar. Being the Governor-General of the Azerbaijani province,
Bahman Mirza fell into disgrace and, under fear of arrest, was forced to flee to Tiflis
in 1848. The Russian government welcomed Bahman Mirza with great honors: he
was awarded a life-long pension of 6, 000 gold coins a year and allowed to reside
anywhere in Russia. Staying in Tiflis for over three years, Bahman Mirza applied for
permission to settle in Shusha the capital of Karabakh Khanate (1747-1822), where
he arrived with his big harem, children, and entourage on 4 October 1851.
Numerous Bahman Mirza’s descendants preferred to live in Russia; they left a mark
in the cultural and intellectual spheres; many of them chose military career, serving
valiantly in the Russian army. Contribution of the Russian part of this Qajar family
to the Russian army is rather notable. Eighteen sons of Bahman Mirza (out of thirty
one) were officers in the Russian army. His eight sons - Amir Kazim Mirza, Mirza
Amanullah, Feyzulla Mirza, Rzagulu Mirza, Muhammad Mirza, Mirza Mahmud,
‘Abd al-Samad Mirza, and Mirza Shafihan — were promoted to the rank of a General
in Russian army.

Among Bahman Mirza’s descendants — from both male and female sides — there are
prominent figures who contributed to the academic and cultural life of the countries
where they happened to be, especially in Azerbaijan, Russia, Iran, and Europe. This
article focuses on the study of the most prominent Bahman Mirza’s descendants who
played a significant role in social and political life of Azerbaijan; among them -
scientists, writers, military.

Keywords: Bahman Mirza Qajar’s Sons, 19th c., Azerbaijan, Karabakh Khanate.

1 Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan .
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passes in Ossetia.

In addition, the appearance in the Ossetian language, name of 20 kopecks "abazy" is
associated with the name of Abbas.

The reasons for the invasion of the Shah's forces cannot, of course, be explained by
the campaign to the Sunzhensky arena, since Digoria is in the opposite of the Sunni
side. Most likely, the military expedition of the Shah's troops was reconnaissance.

Keywords: Iran, Ossetia, Shah's troops, Shah Abbas I, north Caucasus
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Invasion of the Shah's Troops in Ossetia
Based on Ossetian Folklore Materials

Takazov Fedar *
Mousa Abdollahi?

Abstract: Historical traditions of Ossetian invasion of the Shah's forces of Iran were
preserved in the Ossetian oral folklore.

By the time the troops invaded, Ossetia was not a state education, although it was
not part of any other state. Ossetia was divided into separate societies that governed
through people's assemblies.

According to historical legends, the Shah's troops invaded Ossetia from two
directions. One group passed through the Cross Pass and, moving through the
Dargavsky and Kurtati Gorge, headed for the Alagirskoye Gorge. The second group
passed through the Mamison pass and, moving along the Mamisonsky and Alagirsky
gorges, headed towards the Ursodonsk fortress, where they reunited with the first
group of troops.

In the group that was moving along the Dargawskim and Kurtatian gorges, there
were wheeled vehicles. Since there were no wheeled roads in Ossetia at that time,
the Shah's troops built roads along the path of progress. The remains of that road
have survived to this day, called the "Shakh's Road" ["sahnada"] in the people.
Military clashes took place between the Shah's troops and the local population. The
Shah's army unsuccessfully stormed the Dziugis fortress in the Kurtatian Gorge, the
Ursodon Fortress in the Alagir Gorge, and the fortified settlement of Arkhon.
Leaving the Alagirsk gorge, the Shah's troops invaded the Digorsky Gorge,
besieging the castle of the Sedanovs [Sedanati].

According to folklore texts, the number of troops is unknown, remained a mystery
and intentions of the invaders.

Because of the absence of writing between Ossetians in those distant times, it is not
possible to determine the chronological framework of those events.

However, it is known from the history that the potential initiators of the invasion
described could be Shah Abbas I1 or Shah Nadir.

It is more likely that this Shah could be Abbas IlI. First, it was Shah Abbas who
traveled to the North Caucasus (outside of Dagestan), who destroyed the Russian
outpost in the middle of the 17th century - Sunzhensky.

Sunzhensky fort was located in the area of the Sunzha river confluence with the
Terek River. Accordingly, it was more convenient to get to this area through the

1 Abaev North Ossetian Institute for Humanitarian and Social Studies, Chief Scientist, Head of Folklore
and Literature Department, Candidate of Philological Sciences. E-mail — fedar@mail.ru

2 Member of the scientific council of the Allameh Tabataba'i University, teacher of the Russian
language department .E-mail — Mabdollahi82@yahoo.com
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The Reciprocal Images and Ideas of Iranians and

Uzbeks in the Accounts of Historical and Literary

sources of the Battles between Shah Esma‘il and
Shaybak Khan

Habiballah Esmaeili*

Abstract: The dichotomy of Iranian-Turanian which was among the constant
elements of the collective identity of the inhabitants of the two banks of Jayhtn
(Oxus), was reproduced during the battles between Shah Esma‘il and Shaybak Khan,
albeit in a new semantic network; there are novel elements such as Uzbek-Iranian,
Turk-Tajik, and Sunni-Shi‘a in the historical and literary sources as well.

The self-images of the each of sides of the Safavid-Uzbek dispute could be traced
and described through the literary accounts of military and political encounters of
Safavids-Uzbeks during the reign of Shah Esma‘il I.

Due to the theory that the semantic devices are exaggeratedly represented in the
literature of the ages of political rivalry and crisis, in this article | have attempted to
analyze the semantic network of collective identity in the Safavid and Uzbek literary
and historical sources as a contemporaneous rendering of the Iranian- Tdranian
dichotomy in the light of the Safavid-Uzbek conflict. Since these elements and
concepts of the conflict in question, despite the common cultural and historical
heritage, have made a major impact on the interrelations of Iranians and nations of
Central Asia, such an investigation could be advantageous to a more exact
understanding of both parties.

Keywords: lranian-Taranian, Uzbeks, Shah Esma 7, Shaybak Khan, Historical
Identity, the self and the other
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Cultural Historical and Talesh Caucasus Ethnical
Alliance with an Emphasis on Handicrafts

Zohreh Ehsani*
Mehri Ehsani

Abstract: All over the Caucasus is able to recognize each other more than 60 groups
of nations. These native nations made of three kinds of families such as India-
European, Altaics, and Caucasians. Talesh people in the southern Causes has the
most historical and ancient presence; which attention and consideration sources and
cohesion of art, ceremonials and traditions in form of handicrafts with has division
in cultural ceremonials wide historical. Hence presence research refers to written
libraries it was collected in way of analysis and descriptive; and shows worthy
achievement of attitude and view of two lands as Iran and causes.

Keywords: Talesh, Caucasus, Iran, handicrafts, cultural

1 Researcher
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Duality in Approaches and Behaviors of Jadidis of
Bukhara and Samarkand, Causes and Consequences

Seyed Fahimeh Ebrahimi*

Abstract: Jadidi movement was a very important cultural movement that evolved as
a result of the social change caused by the emergence of Russia in the Tranoxiana.
In examining the political and cultural strategies among the Samargandi and
Bukharin Jadidis, we are witnessing a unified approach, but gradually there is a
complete turning point in the strategy and methodology of Samargandi leaders. This
difference and distinction is so serious that made Samargandans to be absorbed to
Russia before the Bukharids. During the First World War, these were Samargand's
Jadidis who obligated Jihad against the Ottoman coalition and supporting their
homeland Russia and Tsar as their king .They Stated that they should consider
themselves as citizen of Russia and participate actively in the country's
administration. Although joining the Russians was the fate of many Bukhara ones,
this happened with a different process and causes under Bolsheviks. In the world
war and under Tsars, they were still seeking to reform the society in various ways,
and to build a land with modern world values and Islamic laws.

Looking for the causes of this difference in approach and behavior, we find a
significant difference between the two cities. In the battle between the armies of
Amir Bukhara and Russia in April 1868/1285 BC. Samarkand fell and attached into
new border along with Khogand, Uratube and Khujand under the Turkestan
Governorate. But Bukhara, as a vassal of Russia, continued to hold the Islamic state
and governed internal affairs officials with the interference of Russia.

Our hypothesis is that " Differences in the form of Russian presence in the two cities
has led the Bukharin who were effected the new cultural patterns and believed the
superiority of Russia's power, use some ways for rejecting complete colonization
But Samargandians, after their modernist but failed efforts, decided to change their
strategy and create a kind of Russian lifestyle.”

Keywords: Jadidis, Samarkand, Bukhara, Tsarist Russia, Transoxiana
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The Role of Khalvatiyya Sufi in the Expansion of
Cultural Relations between Iran, the Caucasus and
Central Asia in the Ninth Century (AH)

Vali Dinparast*

Abstract: Abu Abdullah Sirajdin Lahiji (the death of 750 AH) was the founder of
the Khalvatiyya doctrine, but in the 9th century AH, with the leadership of Seyyed
Yahya Shirvani, this doctrine was expanded considerably. He was called "Pir Thani
of Khalvatiyya doctrine” and received great respect among the Caucasian
Shevranites and found many disciples. In the Caucasus, Iran, Central Asia and
Anatolia, his disciples made him known. In the east, Khalvatiyya Sufis was
respected by people and Timurid sultans and princes in areas like Herat, Bukhara
and Khvarazm. In Tabriz, the sultans of Aq Quiunlu, the disciple of Dhdh Omer,
became the brightest disciple of Seyyid Yahya. They became so popular among
people that attracted the attention of the sultans of the time. This article aims to
show that how the Khalvatiyya doctrine in the 9th century AH was expanded with
the leadership of Seyyed Yahya Shirvani and his descendants in Iran, the Caucasus,
and Central Asia, and also it tries to show its effect on the people and the sultans of
these lands, thereby the cultural links between the lands had been made. This paper
is conducted by an analytical and descriptive methods, and as a result, the role of
this doctrine has been shown in the development of cultural relations among the
Islamic lands.

Keywords: Khalvatiyya, Seyyed Yahya Shirvani, Iran, Caucasus, Central Asia

1 Associate Professor of the History Department, University of Tabriz,
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Review of Common Celebrations of Iranians and

Armenians
Niousha Daghighi Masouleh®

Abstract : Armenia with official name republic of Armenia, is a country in west of
southern Caucasus with Yerevan as its capital which is neighbor with republic of
Azerbaijan from east, with Iran and Nakhchivan from south, with Turkey from west
and with Georgia from north. The formal language of Armenia is Armenian. At
Parthian era in Iran, there were some new evolutions in Armenia and Christianity
was accepted as official religion of the government in 301Ad Nation of this country
is nice and friendly and enjoys from communication with others. Armenians have
many celebrations which are considered as tourism attractions in Armenia and
tourists around the world travel to Armenia in order to see these celebrations. In this
country, fireworks are usually used for celebrating special occasions and memorable
and national holidays. Of course it should be reminded that these fireworks are done
twice a month even though there is no special occasion. There is an attempt in this
article to study ancient celebrations of this country and expressing the cultural and
historical similarities with Iran. The method is descriptive-analytical and data
collection is based on library studies.

Keywords: Armenia, Iran, religious celebrations, non-religious celebrations,
Nowruz.

1 M.A Student of Iranian Studies.
niushadaghighi@gmail.com



Contents 29

Russification and its Impact on Education and Church
Affairs of Georgia during the Tsarist Era

Atefeh Dadkhah Aliabadit

Abstract: With domination of the tsarist Russia on the Caucasus region, the policy
of Russification was followed up. This policy, which was aimed at the Russification
of the region in all aspects, especially in education and training, considered all
khanates as Russian states and provinces. In Georgia, this policy was accompanied
with the abolition of the Georgian Church and the establishment of the Orthodox
Universal Church. This act which seemed as a way to reform the affairs of the
Archbishop, interfere in the administration of the Church of Georgia, Obedience to
the Holy Synod and acts of violence on the regional frontiers, encountered with the
resistance of the Christian clerics and Georgian Christians to support their national
integrity which was not so successful for the Russian government. In the educational
affairs, the Russian government decided to formalize the Russian language by
concentrating on teaching and writing this language not only in Georgia, but also in
all its northern regions that this policy due to lack of religious and educational
institutions and centers of Georgia, came true for Russian government despite the
efforts of patriotic and the publication of the materials for informing people about
the importance of Georgian language and the role of education and training in the
national language in economic, political and social affairs. At the end of the Tsarist
government and the emergence of the Bolsheviks, this policy was followed in a new
style, with the aim of creating a new Russia. What this research is looking for is the
process of establishing Russian politics during the reign of tsarist government and its
impact on the religious and educational sections in Georgia.

Keywords: tsarist Russia, Georgia, church, education, religion, Russification
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Functions of Ashi, the Goddess with a Mirror in Hand,
and Her Role in the Mutual Iranian and Middle Asian
Culture

Atefeh Boroomandan®
Maliheh Tahmasbi
Hossein Najari

Abstract: Through old writings like Avesta as well as archeological findings, Mutual
culture and beliefs is observable in Indo Iranian tribes in Middle Asia. In Yashts,
part of Avesta, which has combined Pre-Zoroastrian and Zoroastrian beliefs, there
are parts that are said to date back to Indo Iranians. Ashi is one of the Goddesses for
which there exists a mutual root and indicates her presence in past Zoroastrian
belifes. Her name appears in Gatha, the oldest part of Avesta. She bestows wealth
and blessing. Later, some of her functions, is transferred to Anahita. In Middle Asia,
Ashi is renowned with a mirror in her hand. In a temple in North Bacteria, a painting
of her is observable with a mirror in her hand which can show the importance of
mirror due to her various roles as time passes. In this paper, an analytical and
comparative view point is implemented to study the importance of using mirror in
different ceremonies and also her position in Iran and Middle Asia. The reason for
using mirrors in special occasions, like marriage and New Year and the meaning of
mirror in Persian culture is also taken into account.

Keywords: Function, Ashi, Mirror, Iran, Middle Asia
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Some Pages from the History of lranian-Georgian
Cultural Relations: Hafez Shirazi’s Poetry in Sixteenth-
Century Georgia

Grigol Beradze'

Abstract: The present paper discusses some of the earliest Iranian and non-Iranian
royal seals adorned with the couplets of the great fourteenth-century Iranian poet
Hafez Shirazi.

A distich from one of Hafez’s famous ghazals is inscribed on a round-shaped seal of
the Agq Qoyunlu ruler Sultan Ya‘qub (r. 1478-1490). It is worth noting, however,
that Sultan Ya‘qub’s seal just mentioned is not only the earliest but also the only
known Iranian royal seal furnished with Hafez’s poetry. In this connection, of
special interest to us are two rare royal seals from the Eastern-Georgian kingdoms of
Kartli and Kakheti, which have Hafez’s different bayts inscribed on them. Reference
is to an octagonal seal of King David X of Kartli (r. 1505-1525) and a ring seal of
King Alexander Il of Kakheti (r. 1574-1605).

It should be recalled that the above-mentioned two Georgian kings (i.e., King David
X and King Alexander II), who chose to adorn their seals with Hafez’s verses, were
Christian rulers. Hence, their royal seals represent the unique examples of the
presence of mystical bayts of the Muslim poet Hafez on the seals of Christian kings,
thereby graphically demonstrating the unsurpassed popularity of Hafez’s poetry not
only in Iran itself and in other parts of the early modern Islamic world, but also in
the contemporary neighbor Christian countries (including Georgia) whose
intellectual and political elites always (even during the most difficult political times)
displayed a great respect and sympathy for the Iranian culture in general and Persian
poetry in particular.

Keywords: Iranian-Georgian Cultural Relations, Hafez Shirazi, 16" c.,
Alexander Il of Kakheti, King David X
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Iranian Fictions and Georgian Literature

Nomadi Bartaia *

Abstract: Georgian literature was only hagiographical from V to XII centuries, only
in the XII century next to him originated secular writing. From this time appears
Iranian Fictions in Georgian literature. Especially during the 16th and 18th centuries,
when the Georgian-Iranian multilateral relations were closer, many Iranian Fictions
entered the Georgian literature. Unlike XI1I century, majority of them, reached today.
We can sort it so: Heroic - ("Rostomiani” - "Rostam - name™ ...), Amorous -
("losebzilkhaniani" - "Yusef o zoleikha" ...), Fairytale - ("Chardarvishiani" -
"Chahar Darvish" ...) And Didactic ("Kilila da Damana" - "Kalila and Demna").
Iranian Fictions came into the Georgian world through literary and folk manner.
Iranian Fictions left important marks in Georgian literature.lranian Fictions is the
one of the top concerns in the research of Georgian Iranians.

Keywords: Iranian Fictions, Georgian Literature , 16-18 c.,
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Another Hazin in Persian Literature Repository
Study of Culture, Works and Thoughts of Mirza Abdol
Rahim Hazin Shirvani

Mohammadreza Bahrit
Behnam Sedghi?

Abstract: Mirza Abdul Rahim Shirvani is also known as Hazin was an
unknown poet who was born in Ardebil in the 12th century and has been
raised in Shirvan of Azerbaijan. He spent the rest of his life in Shiraz and
passed away in this city. He is one of the grandchildren of Mirza
Mohammad Shafi Vesal Shirazi, poet and writer of the thirteenth century,
who has been in charge of him.

He has a Divan Ghazal consisting of more than three thousand verse of poetry and a
scripts in Farsi whose unique manuscript is available at Tabriz Central Library.
Masnavi Zabih Name with the subject of the slaughter of Hazrat Ismael (AS), its
manuscript kept at the Tehran National Library. Masnavi Safa Gulub is an imitation
of the "Nan and Halva" of the Sheikh Baha'i and Manzumeh Hedayat Name is also
from his other works, which remained in the possession of the treasures of the
written legacy of the ancestors.

In this paper, we are going to examine the works and thoughts of this unknown
Azerbaijani poet, who despite the experience of the two areas of the Caucasus and
Shiraz poetry of the twelfth century, have been left out of the writers.

Keywords: Hazin Shirvani, Zabihname, Hedayatname, Safa Gulub, Manuscript
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Sam Mirza's Views on Versification and Poets’ Skills
Based on the Tazkira ""Tohfeyi-Sami*'

Akram Baghirov*

Abstract:The literary tazkiras are highly influential among the medieval written
monuments that the modern literary criticism is based on them. One of those
tazkiras which reflects the literary environment of a great period and geographical
area, is the work “Tohfeyi-Sami” of Abu Nasr Sam Mirza Safavi, son of Shah Ismail
I. He began to write his work in 957/1550 and completed it in 968/1561. This work
consisted of eight pages - sections, presents information about 710 Persian and
Turkic poets and samples of their verses.

Numerous copies of this tazkira are preserved in various sources of manuscript
books in the world. Three copies of the mentioned tazkira are kept at the Institute of
Manuscripts in Baku. The most valuable of them is the copy preserved under the
unit B-5112. The copyist of it is the well-known Turkish tazkira writer Mustafa
Jarullah Bayani (1006 AH/1597 AD), an author of the work "Tazkireyi-Bayani". He
completed this copy in 23 Jamadil-Akhir 975 Hijri year (24 December1567).

I have translated this work into Azerbaijani language and it is going to be published
during 2019. Besides the book published by Ruknaddin Numayun Farrukh, I also
made use of the mentioned copy in the translation process. While translating the
work | revealed that Sam Mirza was a literary critic with great literary taste and this
feature should be presented to readers.

Sam Mirza had shared the same period with many of the poets he presented, and had
even met some of them personally. In spite of all this, he tried to be objective while
evaluating the works of these authors, and he openly expressed his views.

Sam Mirza laconically expressed his opinions about each poet and his creativity,
also tried to evaluate their works from the standpoint of literary criticism. Even
today, Sam Mirza’s views remain their significance in the research of these poets’
activities.

The paper elucidates Sam Mirza’s views on the versification and the poets’ skills
with concrete examples and his position in the Persian tazkiras is presented from the
point of today’s values view.

Keywords: Sam Mirza, Tazkira "Tohfeyi-Sami", Persian Literature.
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The Intellectual and Cultural Convergence of the
Persians Living in the Caucasus with the Modernist
Tendencies of the Qajar Era and its Impact on the Iran's
Constitutional Movement (1227 Lunar / 1812 to 1324
AH /1906 AD)

Mohammadreza Askarani®

Abstract: With the imposition of the Golestan and Turkmenchai contracts with the
Qajar government and the Caucasus in the Russian territory, these areas also
affected the modernizing changes that emerged with the actions of Peter and
Katherine in Russia. Many Caucasian residents who had maintained contact with
their homeland, decided to accompany the modernization movement in Iran, and this
had a great influence on the Iranian constitutional movement.

The purpose of this article is to show how the intellectual and social connections
between the inhabitants of the Caucasian region and the Iranian people in the Qajar
era and its effect on the constitutional movement.

The article is based on a descriptive-analytical approach, using the "library” and
"documentary" method, and attempts to answer this question:

How has the intellectual and cultural convergence of Iranians living in the Caucasus
been in the constitutional movement of Iran?

The author tries to prove this hypothesis that there have always been strong
intellectual ties between the inhabitants of the Caucasus and the people of Iran, and
this connection has increased with the political movements.

The results of this study show that the high relations of the Iranian inhabitants
beyond the river Aras with their land have strengthened modern thinking in the
Qajar era and The Caucasus was a way of getting to know the ideas that made
intellectual and social efforts in Iran.

Also, the Caucasian people fought against the tyranny with the Iranian people until
the Constitutional Movement finally succeeded.

Keywords: Caucasus, Modernism, Constitutionalism, Intellectual Convergence,
Immigration
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The Position of Persian Culture and Language in
Foreign Policy Interactions of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the Convergence of Central Asian and
Caucasian Countries with an Emphasis on Tajikistan

Sajjad Amoozad Khalili *
Morteza Alavian 2
Mohammad Gholami *

Abstract: Today, new sources of power, called "soft power", that culture and
identity are among its most important sources, are presented in the form of public
and cultural diplomacy. In the new policy of international relations, one of the most
basic ways to enhance political, social and economic communication is to find
common ground between countries, especially culture, language, and so on. Iran and
Tajikistan in Central Asia share a great deal in history, culture, language and
religion. Since the cultural countries of Iran, such as Iran and Tajikistan, have a very
close and similar history, culture, language and identity, and on the other hand, they
can complement each other in political, economic and security matters, so they can
the framework of regionalism approaches to cultural, political and economic
convergence. The purpose of this research is to investigate the role of Persian
language and culture in convergence between Iran and Tajikistan. This article is
based on a library-documentary approach and a descriptive-analytical approach
based on foreign civilization policy theory is based on the theory of functionalism.
The findings of the research indicate that the Nowruz Celebration and the love of
common literature and great Persian language poets have created a long-standing
relationship between the people of both countries, which, if attention is paid, can
promote the spread of Iranian-Islamic culture by preserving the national identity Has
a regional impact; therefore, it is necessary to create the necessary cultural and
artistic capacities through the formation of literary associations and holding cultural
events along with the teaching of Persian language, a new opportunity for Iran in the
Central Asian region, which may come from Iran. The main effects of this can lead
to the re-establishment of the Silk Road in the region. Therefore, it is possible to
consider the theory of foreign civilization policy in the direction of the non-
functionalism approach.

Keywords: Convergence, Culture, Foreign Policy, Central Asia and the
Caucasus, Iran, Tajikistan.
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of Islamic civilization in the light of historical, social, and cultural commonalities
with other Muslim nations, especially Arabic and Persian speaking people.

In this article, the author tries to examine the relationship between Iranians and
Turks in Central Asia by examining the role of Persian culture and Persian language
in the people's culture.

Keywords: Persians, Turks, Central Asia, Persian language, Turkish language,
Translation
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Cultural Relations between Iranians and Turks in

Central Asia
Bahram Amirahmadian®

Abstract:l asked him, where are you from, he laughed me and said oh my dear;
Half of me is from Turkestan, and the other half is from Farghana

(Molavi)

Turkish acquaintance with Iranian culture and civilization first began to be
associated with each other and then with learning Persian language.

The Persian language, along with the Arabic language, became the formal language
of the Turkic people of the region from the seventh century onwards (existing of
many Persian words in the religious culture of the region). More earlier the Silk
Road has been able, throughout the centuries of the history, brought the nations
closer to each other, and in its eastern-western direction it was not only
commodities, but also language, culture, religion, tradition and, in general, the
civilization exchanged between nations and tribes that they have been interacting in
these centuries. For example, Sogdians from the Iranian tribes (in the current region
of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan), which lived between China and the West, were the
first founders of cultural relations between Iranians and the people living in
Turkestan as well as the western people.

If we consider dialogue as the essential pillar of the exchange of culture between the
two nations, translators and teachers who teach the language of a nation to another
nation, and translate cultural resources into other nation’s language, have a great
value in the interaction between nations and civilizations. For this reason, the
dissemination of ideas is translated through the translation of texts and the
dissemination of the written literature and culture of one nation to another, and it
leads to friendship and relations between the two nations.

Translation as one of the most important means of cultural relations between the
various nations of the world in the transfer of civilization and science and the
development of language and literature, has particular importance. In translated
works, both the language of the source and the language of the translation are
reflected. Therefore, it can be said that translations of various works of Persian to
Turkish in the Middle Ages have contributed to the spread of Persian language and
literature in the vast territory of Islamic countries from Asia Minor to Central Asia.
It should be recalled that most of the medieval Turkic translations are from Arabic
and Persian.

It is known that the Turks have long been contributing to the growth and prosperity

1 Guest professor in faculty of world studies, Tehran University
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Central Asia and Iran in 16™ — 19" Centuries: the Ways
and Forms of Intellectual and Cultural Exchanges

Nigora Allaeva*

Abstract: In a large cluster of scientific literature there are some solid works in
which certain aspects of the intellectual and cultural relations between Central Asia
and Iran are reflected. The combination of these particular works gives opportunity
to recreate a complete picture of interaction that took place in the region. In this
regard, the current thesis presents some conceptual and theoretical thoughts that
makes possible to direct the generalizing contours of this rather extensive topic.

First of all, it should be noted that the process of mutual influence was so intense
that it is difficult to determine the belonging of the majority of intellectual and
cultural achievements to one or another people. Therefore, they should be
considered as the common cultural heritage of the peoples of the entire region, who
are also an integral part of world civilization.

On the basis of the available materials, the following directions and forms of
historical exchange processes in the region can be noted:

e Migration of intellectual potential (representatives of science and art);

e State Centralization Policy;

e Interstate diplomatic relations (general rules of the “embassy ceremony”,
exchange of gifts, which also contributed to the interchange of various
innovations, marriage between the dominant dynasties, etc.)

It is noteworthy that political differences and confrontations between countries could
not stop, and in some cases, on the contrary, stimulated the course of ethnocultural
integration processes. Mass migration of many Iranian scholars and literary figures
at the beginning of the 16™ century on the territory of Khorasan, Mawarannahr and
India, as well as the mutual influence of the traditions of the Herat and Tabriz school
of calligraphy, which had a definite place in the development of miniature book art
in Central Asia is a clear example.

The Uzbek-Persian dictionary “Sangelakh, compiled by Iranian linguist historian
Mirza Muhammad Mahdikhan Astrabadi, as well as the activities of the famous
Khorazmian historian Muhammad Riza Mirab Agahi for preparing translations from
Persian to Uzbek of a significant number of historical works, confirms the need for
mutual intellectual-cultural exchange of these peoples.

The process of interpenetration and mutual influence of the elements of the art of
Central Asia and Iran was particularly typical in the field of architecture, folklore
heritage, which can be traced based on concrete examples. The presence of regular
cultural contacts between the peoples of the region contributed to the emergence of
many common elements in customs, traditions and national values.

1 Senior Research Fellow
Institute of History, Academy of Science Republic of Uzbekistan
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Sufism as a Cultural Linkage between Iran and Central

Asian Societies under Timurids
Sara Alilou!

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to study the social dimension of Sufism as
an influential phenomenon during the Timurid era, with its emphasis on its role as a
cultural element in establishing the link and Consociation between Iran and Central
Asia. After the Mongol invasion, the intellectual, material, and material world of
people living from Transoxania to the west of the Islamic Caliphate was endangered,
and the context of the fall of the official Islam center in Baghdad More field was
provided for the promotion and development of Sufism. In the 8th century, with the
onset of the Timurid rule, the era of prosperity and relative continuity of Sufism
began, due to the belief in Timurid rulers of the Sufi elders and the spread of the
monastery phenomenon. During the Timurid period, Sufism found a systematic,
organized, and hierarchical organization that was consociated in a chained manner.
It seems that the formation of several Sufi dynasties, including Nagshbandiyah order
and the orders is divided from Kobraviyeh, were dispersed with a large number of
disciples in this period from Central Asia to the origins of all parts of the Islamic
worlds. It's a clearly and sure evidence of the Sufism influences in all aspects of the
people lives.

This article attempts to study the historical flow of Sufism and the frequent presence
of its associated traditions in the territories under the control of Timur and his
successors. Generally, it is emphasized that Sufism has been an influential link and
Consociation between Iran and Central Asia.

Keywords: Central Asia, Sufism, Timurids, Nagshbandiye, Kubravieh
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Battle of the Gijduvan, National Failure, Consequence of

Tribal Discrepancies
Ali Alibabaee Dermeni*

Abstract: The battle of Gijduvan occurred on the Ramadhan 3th of 918 AH,
between the armies of Shah Ismail Safavi and the Uzbek troops, in Gijduvan, east of
Bukhara. Failure in this battle has had disastrous consequences for Iranian
civilization. After the defeat of Iranian army in this battle, for 500 years,
Transoxiana has been isolated from Iran. Even Nader Shah Afshar's dominance over
the Transoxiana has not been surviving for a long time. From 200 years ago, the
Russians' domination over the Transoxiana doubled the bitter of this separation. This
article by examining all available sources, including Uzbek, Pro-Qezelbash, Pro-
Babur sources and recent researches, Surveys one of the most important causes of
this defeat, that's mean, tribal discrepancies in the Iranian Army.

Keywords: Battle of Gijduvan -Shah Ismail Safavid-Uzbeks-Qizilbash
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The Role of the Acceptance of Islam by Georgians in
their Political-social Progress from the Middle of the
Safavid Era of Iran

Mohammad Zaman Alaeddin®
Nasrollah Pourmohamadi Amlashi?
Farhad Rashnopour®

Sadeq Mohamad Hasanie *

Abstract: With the formalization of the Shiite religion in Iran during the Safavid
era and the combination of Shiite and Sufi teachings and the consolidation of its
jurisprudential principles by scholars such as Murakheq Karki, the main field of
religious developments in the new centuries was provided. Among the prominent
examples of this religious transformation that took place during the first Shah
Tahmasb and first Shah Abbas Safavid took on a political, religious, and ethnic
color, the entry of Georgian elements and guerrilla elements into the internal
structure of the government to create a balance of political power in Iran. The point
here is how they enter Iran and the extent to which Islam is influenced by Attention
is drawn to religious conflict with Iranians and this issue is in their political and
social situation; in this research, they seek to respond we know it. What is certain is
that Georgia or the old Iberians® have gruesome and hard-working people, and the
acceptance of Islam by generalissimo from the family of Ondiladze and Dawood
Khan Gurgi and Rostam, Khosrow and lIsaac Khan, has been a futurist and
expedient, and reflects the role of culture Iran-Islamic and influences the long
relations between the two nations. Of course, some examples of pretense of Islam
and treachery have been observed that studies show that it is transient. This article,
based on descriptive-analytical issues, seeks a new approach to the subject. It is a
new issue and it is hoped that it will be the scientific platform for the audience.

Keyword: Safavid Period, Islam, Georgian, Migration, Immigration,
Interactions, Impact
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cultural contacts between the peoples of the region contributed to the emergence of
many common elements in customs, traditions and national values.

Keyword: Central Asia, Iran, 16th — 19th c., of Intellectual and Cultural
Exchanges
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Central Asia and Iran in 16™ — 19" Centuries: the Ways
and Forms of Intellectual and Cultural Exchanges

Nigora Allaeva®

Abstract: In a large cluster of scientific literature there are some solid works in
which certain aspects of the intellectual and cultural relations between Central Asia
and Iran are reflected. The combination of these particular works gives opportunity
to recreate a complete picture of interaction that took place in the region. In this
regard, the current thesis presents some conceptual and theoretical thoughts that
makes possible to direct the generalizing contours of this rather extensive topic.

First of all, it should be noted that the process of mutual influence was so intense
that it is difficult to determine the belonging of the majority of intellectual and
cultural achievements to one or another people. Therefore, they should be
considered as the common cultural heritage of the peoples of the entire region, who
are also an integral part of world civilization.

On the basis of the available materials, the following directions and forms of
historical exchange processes in the region can be noted:

e Migration of intellectual potential (representatives of science and art);

e  State Centralization Policy;

e Interstate diplomatic relations (general rules of the “embassy ceremony”,
exchange of gifts, which also contributed to the interchange of various
innovations, marriage between the dominant dynasties, etc.)

It is noteworthy that political differences and confrontations between countries could
not stop, and in some cases, on the contrary, stimulated the course of ethno-cultural
integration processes. Mass migration of many Iranian scholars and literary figures
at the beginning of the 16" century on the territory of Khorasan, Mawarannahr and
India, as well as the mutual influence of the traditions of the Herat and Tabriz school
of calligraphy, which had a definite place in the development of miniature book art
in Central Asia is a clear example.

The Uzbek-Persian dictionary “Sangelakh, compiled by Iranian linguist historian
Mirza Muhammad Mahdikhan Astrabadi, as well as the activities of the famous
Khorazmian historian Muhammad Riza Mirab Agahi for preparing translations from
Persian to Uzbek of a significant number of historical works, confirms the need for
mutual intellectual-cultural exchange of these peoples.

The process of interpenetration and mutual influence of the elements of the art of
Central Asia and Iran was particularly typical in the field of architecture, folklore
heritage, which can be traced based on concrete examples. The presence of regular

1 Senior Research Fellow Institute of History, Academy of Science, Republic of Uzbekistan
allnig_9@mail.ru
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The Study of the Role of the Acceptance of Islam by the
Georgians in their Political-social Progress from the
Middle of the Safavid Era of Iran

Mohammad Zaman Alaeddin®
Farhad Rashnopour?

Mehdi Afchengi®

Yaser Karimi *

Abstract: With the formalization of the Shiite religion in Iran during the Safavid era
and the combination of Shiite and Sufi teachings and the consolidation of its
jurisprudential principles by scholars such as Murakheq Karki, the main field of
religious developments in the new centuries was provided. Among the prominent
examples of this religious transformation that took place during the first Shah
Tahmasb and first Shah Abbas Safavid took on a political, religious, and ethnic
color, the entry of Georgian elements and guerrilla elements into the internal
structure of the government to create a balance of political power in Iran. The point
here is how they enter Iran and the extent to which Islam is influenced by Attention
is drawn to religious conflict with Iranians and this issue is in their political and
social situation; in this research, they seek to respond we know it. What is certain is
that Georgia or the old Iberians® have gruesome and hard-working people, and the
acceptance of Islam by generalissimo from the family of Ondiladze and Dawood
Khan Gurgi and Rostam, Khosrow and Isaac Khan, has been a futurist and
expedient, and reflects the role of culture Iran-Islamic and influences the long
relations between the two nations. Of course, some examples of pretense of Islam
and treachery have been observed that studies show that it is transient. This article,
based on descriptive-analytical issues, seeks a new approach to the subject. It is a
new issue and it is hoped that it will be the scientific platform for the audience.

Keyword: Safavid Period, Islam, Georgian, Migration, Immigration,
Interactions, Impact
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Investigating the Performance of Iranian Consulates in

the Caucasus with Regard to Iranian immigrants
From the Naseri Era to the End of the Qajar Dynasty

Mehdi Ahmadit

Abstract: The Caucasus, from previous times to the rule of Fathali Shah Qajar, has
always been part of Iran's territory, but at the same time, domination of this region
caused the Qajar conflict with Tsarist Russia, and eventually these conflicts with the
imposition of Golestan and Turkmenchai contracts led to separated parts of these
areas of Iran and annexed to Russia. After these transitions, these areas have
undergone a different course and eventually became an important destination for
Iranians. Under such circumstances, the Qajar government established a consulate in
these areas that their main duty was to address their immigrant’s condition, but the
way in which Iranian agents was treating is disputable and controversial.
Accordingly, the main question of the present research is that what was the role of
Iranian consulates in the Caucasus and affected by which elements in dealing with
Iranians living there? The main claim of the research is that although the Iranian
consulates in the Caucasus as a political institution were responsible for preserving
and handling the Iranian rights and consular affairs, the situation led to another
consequences, and this institution could not keep lranian immigrants satisfied.
Because there were some conditions that caused them difficulties and problems. In
the present study, using library resources and documentary data along with critique
of resources, the related facts of the subject are generated from it, and finally, the
compound method (explanatory-interpretive) is used in the analysis of facts.

Keywords: Consular of Iran, Caucasus, Immigrant Iran, Qajar government
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Sayyids as a Cultural Link between Iran and Turkestan
(7" to 10" Century AH/13" to 16™ AD)

Fatemeh Afrasen!

Abstract: The propagation of Islam in Iran and Transoxiana and Turkestan provided
the basis of wide cultural change in these areas. Within this vast cultural change,
cultural values and norms were redefined. Consequently, various capacities were
provided for the bondage of Muslim peoples. The expansion of the eastern borders
of the Islamic world, to a great extent owed to the Iranian endeavors who appeared
in the form of Sage, mystic and Sufi. These Iranians played an effective role in
spreading Islamic in Turkestan and China. Kashgar located at the end of the eastern
Islamic world, on the preface of the advent of Islamic similar to a bridge that
connect Iran and China and accepted Manichaeism culture. From the late third
century AH and by Bughra-khan Kara-khanid to Islam, Kashgar witnessed the
emergence of a community with Islamic culture. In turn the basis of maintaining and
strengthening the cultural linkage of this land with Iran was provided in the Islamic
period. In this research tried to focusing on categories of 'Sayyids' and its role in
strengthening the cultural ties of Iran and Transoxiana and Turkestan, to be focused
with the recent period of the history of these cultural links which is the period of the
political mastery of Joghatai, Timurid, and Shaybanids in Transoxiana and
Turkestan. The basis of the survey are the information from source of historiography
and translation of biographies. These data have been examined by descriptive and
analytical method. The results indicate that Sayyids were a social status group which
this status is due to their cognation with the prophet's family and they were respected
in this area. This respect provided a basis for the Sayyids groups which help them to
play an effective and unique role to maintain and strengthen cultural link of Iran
with Transoxiana and Turkestan.

Keywords: Iran, cultural link, Transoxiana and Turkestan, Sayyids.
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Political and Civic Influences of Transoxania and
Caucasus on the Historical and Epic Literature of Yazd
in the Safavid Age

Mohammad Reza Abui Mehrizi*

Abstract:In the Safavid era, influenced by the mental and emotional scene of this
period, in line with the process of official historiography, we see the creation of
prose and poetic works with epic materials. These works are often influenced by the
Safavid wars with their enemies. Yazd is one of the most prominent Iranian
provinces that have been subjected to Uzbek invasions. This has led to the fact that,
in addition to the emergence of relations between the Sages of Sufi in Yazd and
Uzbek Governors, some narratives of this period inspired by the struggles of the
Yazd people against the invaders of Uzbeks with the guidance of the Nimatullahi
Sages and the support of the Safavid kings with an emotional and popular approach
to mentioning this Events in Epic historical texts and Poetic Works. On the other
hand, from the Caucasus region, Mirza Rahima's Shawkat Namah's treatise in
description on the Reconstruction works of Safi Quli Beg, Beglarbegi of
Chukhorsad Province, became a model for the same work in the form of Maathir
Negari (The writings about memorials) in Yazd. The present paper seeks to explain
the above issues by descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: Yazd, Safavids, Uzbeks, Chukhorsad, epic, Maathir Negari.
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Liberation Movement of the Caucasus and the
Overthrow of Minor Tyranny

Taleb Abedi Kalesar*

Abstract: The struggle between Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar and the Majlis
eventually led to a coup, in which the constitutional system of Iran was dismantled.
The decisive moment in the constitutional threatened Iran and when the
interventionist policies of Russia and the United Kingdom along with the
suppression of military Qajar to extinguish the Constitutional Revolution of Iran
Nova were only freedom movement in the Caucasus with financial assistance,
Media and military were confronted with Iranian constitutional fighters, especially
the resistance centers of Tabriz and Rasht. And with the help of the
constitutionalists, they played a meaningful role in restoring the lost constitutional
system of Iran. This research is a documentary based on credible historical
documents and documents with a research-based approach to clarify the importance
of the Caucasus freedom-seekers' assistance in conquering Iran's constitutionalism
over minor tyranny.

Keywords: Caucasus Iran constitutional freedom liberal minority tyranny
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Longevity and Continuity of Iranian Cultural Heritage
from the Scythians- Cermets to our Time: Etymology
and Toponymy of Central Asia’s Rivers

Nahid Abdaltajedini*

Abstract: Central Eurasia has a several thousand years of historic and cultural
relationship with Iran. One of the aspects of these longstanding relationships is the
linguistic relationship, especially the naming of Iranian names on the geographic
locations of these areas, including rivers.

The Scythians, and after, Cermets, that lived in the in the southern and central
contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe from the millennium BC, belonged to
Iranians that their language also take place to the Iranian branch of the Indo- Iranian
of Indo-European family.

Study of etymology and Toponymy of geographic names, In addition to expanding
the scope of linguistic studies, is also of fundamental importance to historical
researches, which determines the scope and extent of the dispersion of the
Scythians- Cermets peoples. This means that today, in addition to the use of
historical and archaeological data, with the genealogy of geographical names, we
can clearly identify the parts of history, in particular, the distribution of these Iranian
ethnic groups in Central Eurasia (in this paper: parts of Eastern Europe, Central and
Southern Russia).

Therefore, in the present paper by using of descriptive-analytical method and
historical and linguistic resources, we will study etymology and describe the
geographic locations of this region that have Iranian roots. Science will have
interesting results. From these names that have Iranian root can be named: dniper -
Iuerp, JJou-dun, chechora -Heuopa.

Keywords: Scythians- Cermets, Central Eurasia, Rivers, Etymology, Toponymy.
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The Role of Bactria-Margiana Culture (BMAC) in the
Metal Trade of Elam during 3" Millennium BC

Ali Aarab?
Shahrzad Parsaie

Abstract: Perhaps one of the most important of myriad for surveying of
communications between cultures in ancient world is third millennium BC. The
period that many researchers talk about forming of wide roads network for trade.
Without doubt one of the most important roads network in this myriad is southwest
of Iran plateau to northeast where the relation of Elam civilization with BMAC
culture was. In this research in addition to investigate about communication between
Elam civilization and BMAC culture with emphasis on metals and metallurgy, we
will talk about amount of this relation and identify related toponyms. These
communications are as important and effective that some researchers search about
the ancient name of BMAC culture in Elam’s toponyms and even search about
ancient BMAC’s name in Elam’s areas or areas which are about Elam. Another
subject that has been specified in this research is large connections between Elam
civilization and BMAC culture that metals and valuable stones have an important
and undeniable role in this relation. Finally it seems that the title of BMAC culture is
not suitable for important sites in northeast of Iran and maybe the best title for this
culture is great Khorasan that it contains all the sites of this culture.

Keywords: BMAC culture, Elam civilization, Great Khorasan culture, Metal,
Valuable stones.
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